Kind er lorah

Va'eira

7703

It’s Not My Chometz
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.Do you hear a knock at the door,

dear?”
“Yes. Maybe it’s the freezer repairman
that we ordered. I'll get it.”

The husband opens the door and finds
himself face to face with the repairman.

“Good afternoon, sir. I'm from the Re-
frigeration Company.”

“Good afternoon to you sir. Thank you for
coming. The freezer that needs repair is over
here. Would you like a cold drink?”

“Thank you very much, sir. | was just
about to eat these cookies, and | could
use a nice drink to wash them down.”

The husband and wife look on in terror as
the non-Jewish repairman pulls a bag of
cookies out of his pocket. It is Chol
HaMoed Pesach.

“Um, eh, Mr. Repairman, | don’t know how
to tell you this, but today is our holiday of
Passover, and we are not allowed to eat
cookies or even have them in the house.”

The repairman stopped what he was do-
ing.

“No problem, sir. Do you want me to
leave? Do you want me to eat my cookies
outside? You are the boss — the customer is
always right. Just tell me what to do.”

The question is:
What should the repairman do?

The answer is:

The Gemora (Pesachim 6a) speaks about
this case. The prohibition against owning
chometz on Pesach comes from the verse,
“No chometz may be seen in your posses-
sion...in all your borders” (Shemos 13:7).
Chometz may not be seen in YOUR posses-
sion; however, the chometz of others —
non-Jews — may be seen. Therefore, the
repairman and his chometz may stay in the
house. The Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
440:3 forbids eating the chometz at the
same table together with a Jew. The
Mishna Brura explains that perhaps crumbs
will fall into the Jew’s food. However, the
non-Jew may eat his chometz in the Jew’s
home, even at his table, as long as every-
thing is cleaned up very well afterward.

This puzzle and answer is for learning
and discussion purposes only. Do not
rely upon it for psak halacha! Consult
a Rav to determine the correct hala-

chic ruling.

Empathy

({3
bbi Gross, may | please speak to

your about something important?”
“Surely, Reb Yehoshua. How can | help
you?”

“l am in a very difficult situation, Rabbi
Gross. 1 am having a conflict with my
neighbor about apartment renovations.
As a result of this, we are barely on
speaking terms. | want to work it out, but
we just do not have the right communica-
tion. In addition to that, an older person
in my family is very sick, and | must take
care of him. | am running from doctor to
doctor, getting him tests and treatments.”
“Oy vey.”

“Rabbi, one of my sons is not doing well
in the Talmud Torah. | need to find him a
private teacher, but no one is available.
In the meantime, he is falling farther and
farther behind. To top it all off, my oldest
daughter wants to get married, but we
have not found someone suitable for her.
Time is moving quickly, and she is not
getting any younger.”

Rabbi Gross listenes with a sympathetic
ear. His warm eyes full of empathy look at
Reb Yehoshua’s sad face. Reb Yehoshua’s
spirit is crumbling under the stress of all of
his problems. The load is too much for
him to bear. Tears begin to well up in his
eyes. Rabbi Gross puts his arm around
him. He pats him softly on the shoulder.

“Everything will be okay, Reb Yehoshua. |
feel for you. My heart is with you. Your
tsorus (trouble) is my tsorus. Your prob-
lems are my problems. We will work
them out together. Hashem will help us.
Come; let us come up with a way to
speak to the neighbor.”

And so, Rabbi Gross sits patiently with Reb
Yehoshua, and goes through each prob-
lem, step by step. Reb Yehoshua’s heart
lightens with every sympathetic word. He
is no longer fighting his battle alone.
Someone is with him to share his burden.

“Rabbi Gross, you are such a big comfort
and help to me. How did you learn to be
so empathetic?”

“Reb Yehoshua, empathy, or ‘sharing an-
other’s burden’ is a Jewish trait that goes
back to the roots of our nation. The Shelah
speaks about it in this week’s parasha. In
Mitzrayim, the Tribe of Levi was not en-
slaved like the rest of Klal Yisrael. They did
not undergo the hard, cruel, labor. Al-
though they did not suffer themselves,
they were empathetic with the plight of
their brothers. How do we know this? By
the names given to the sons of Levi — Ger-
shon, Kehas, and Merari. Gershon comes
from the word ‘ger’ — stranger. The Levites
were sympathetic with the fact that the
Jewish people were strangers in a land that
was not their own. Kehas comes from the
word ‘kehos’ — blunt. The Mitzrim blunted
the teeth of the Jews. Lastly, Merari is from
the word ‘mar’ — bitter. The taskmasters
embittered their lives. Although the tribe
of Levi did not endure this cruelty, they
were empathetic, and recorded this fact
forever with the names of the heads of
their tribe. This teaches us a lesson for all
times — that a Jew must be sympathetic
with his friend’s plight. He should lend his
ear to hear the other’s problems, and his
heart to feel the other’s pain.”

“Rabbi Gross, that is so comforting. One
of the most difficult parts of a problem is
feeling that you are all alone. Knowing
that someone is with you gives you the
strength to go on.”

“Reb Yehoshua, let us move forward to-
gether, and face our problems with a
renewed strength and confidence.”

Kinderlach . . .

Your friend is nervous because he has a big
test coming up. Comfort him. Encourage
him. Learn with him and help him get a
good grade. Your neighbor is down be-
cause he is sick. Visit him. Bring him a warm
smile and cheer him up. Your sister is sad
because someone hurt her feelings. Put
your arm around her and give her a com-
forting hug. Listen to her while she unbur-
dens her heart. Make her feel that she is not
alone in her problem. These are all ways to
be empathetic. Empathy is a wonderful
middah, kinderlach. Lend your ear. Lend a
comforting hug. Lend your heart.

Big discount prices
on all “Kinder Torah”
books. Please contact

the author at

(02) 585-2216 or
simcha_b@netvision.

net.il

Kinder Toraho Copyright 2013 % All rights reserved to the author Simcha Groffman * P.O.B. 5338, Jim, 91052, Israel < Tel: (02) 585-2216

Kinder Torah is distributed each week in many cities around the world. Subscribe for yourself or sponsor your shul. 120 per year.

All contributions are deductible from Maaser Kesafim. #792#




: 5 ﬁ 7; ' =
1 = 1 1 1 1 1 "
5V .nMN-TIN%N2 TN NOY¥N 12X 12N TR 20N T2 1-,\70 T?ﬁnn =t T’N
LDXNN PR ONKD O8N K X 00D 0NN 1My Xi¥nY
N2 ,Nr 2% 012 .01 TN N TV Ty O 70O 01Nl " NOTA PO nyne”
0NN N2 NN O'RYIN XD 11X X ,)NNNNY ¥ N1D2an NNOX "IX .X'OPNN NX PN T 1AM 'RIDVN N X D"
".NN22NN N271N X L,0'9%1N 0N "%
JNXOA ,iANA Y2 0 XD .27 g2 XA 017 20 .MN92 283 'X1207 ,]2X1,N2771 IX N9 2V
" Swonm w1 S D2ISYA 192, 1NIX9NAXND MAaN 52 MMPSN Mwn X TR D10 DMy
XYL XN X0 TA10/ NOOANA 2210 VI " NOPNAN
2 .J/7/37b nonnn "V TR TAD )OX XN X0 NX'OpNRN NYANY DTN 20T ,1'7 02 010 0NN
J1o7 I’b/\/ 7__277 77WD/J],]7/7/\/ 72 ”77/\//71/7/3 onna "]‘7 y13n‘7 AWON DXN .-]N:) TRy T|I71n‘7 p]PTW
NN SY O8N wnn X .ypIin 1,170 e on” "0 NNy
1N PNV MY N MY DX 1Y 21 NNRY Ny 210X MaDNN prTa DNTX N2 NN
70T DY 2wN1 X122 NtV ' N2 o0 TR oy "2 DA NN D3P NNX NN
" P Moo ,01°29 5V 12101 N9NaA¥D A Ar DU INYXI! 2VaN
L1212 D2 2V 1Ay 121 VI 1 OV ayr ©ina 20,791 nos TWIpA 21N 1PV OV IpY XS AN XIDUNY VY
12Y2 221 12202 N2 VI " S 122 LTVS INX TV ...0rnN
.7Jb 7]7/3/77/3 TIX D/77J XN 77/V 222 .22 AN —]N ,DNT —]‘7 jn]‘j TYD VT X TN ,nn'n‘)'o ,nN"
.22 INX X131 UTX X801 107 MY S1DK9 119 MOXT 171y NDON AN XN DN
TYD 0D Ny "MK DNIN D 9D NNX 0N 2N "M Y MR 199X IR
"?NMINONX N2 N2 TS 1RO WA79 I8 W00

NIIDN XN LD R IR NTNMKONAXR VAN "
PITPN "N INNIK ROIA NWXRWY DTy
XY M LAY .M VIapn Nwnoa D Dy 1o
1I8ON] XD VAN M2 5K VY XY 1ND DMINN] Tavivn
X1 DN ,0N¥Y2 1520 X5 X SV DMK ngp Ny 1oy
NN MNPNN ?NRT DWW 12X TYD .0N'NX 0OV 21va

N¥N NNX ?RYXE D8N NNX ONTR Ny X"
TNN MPSN — 012N NNX 291N NMAIVN DX DOIRY
"X APYR MIPYY NN YD DK LPTIY

?NIYYY 'XID0N DY NN XN NOXRYN

="' NoMNN X2 N o DN IR0 = Mo Mo
DN DX MaY DTAVN DX MN DMIon
TA]) 'NNP' NN X2 MNP’ .DND XD yaxa DM
Oxpr M Sy DN DX INpn DmMxnn (TN
SV .ON™N DX 1NN D210 .0 150 XN "nh
NX N DN ,0M8NN NMDKRN Y20 XY M9 LAY X
mnNown WX MNP T NTAY N8I ,0N'NK NNY
AN TN - DA 929 NP 1IMIK TN X2 N 1T .0avn
oW MNKD RN Dm N0 1Oy ankn Sy 1‘720‘7 ™Mn>
".12x22 IND M 1A% M

NPOIY (X" 1 D'NDY) X2A7 X7 NN

722 ND92 YAN NN 2V NOXN .1 17722
YY) "12122 222 ....¥A0 )2 NXI X21" 210972
2K/ YN IX — M2 = P2 AXI X2 VIND (T ,a"
XIDUN 1221 XY I — 0713 S/ — D" INX
NAX) Y JN2I0 1122 IXNK'N2 02107 12K YN
oy TN N2 IMX2 21OX2 101X (A WD ,A"N )20 0N
wn ¥y 1720/ 17172 DIAN LYANN NIX 221X AN
NIX DIDX2 AN A2 X LTI O 2DIX2 129! 019
T 22 ,10N21 2V 129X 1T J1'22 12K YN

DwpN TN .NANI 12N DD DR R ,0n3 0 191 INXZ 20°-20° X IX 0230

S¥ NANNN XN My2 20 AwRD NM 0'O1Tan
DT NXR N Y YT NNKRY Va0 T2
".NXON NN MD Yapn NnX
myan oy TTNRNN AR Nl nan Lyl 1Y
".)INL2 D' TINN MMD2

TN s 10 10Dy Mawwnm abxX mTn
P _.apynY% Dn"™y no® PP .1aba

NX 12nn %apY * 1O 21Y Abxrn X Maonh
11220 POON

Spa PN
. D" DT

ll? n

227201 721001 2172 )N2A 222 /77}7/_7 772N OXN en NW],,? :)]]j\Tr;'?l T‘?Z&WWDSJDS;# ],—3 ?Q_’;
1Y 5225 15 W INX TAD AMIX TTIV ,INIX DNJ2 ; 1'-] e
2210 XN N2N3 2¥2 X172 720K .)N222 210 nponn * Y .3.1:1 -n:D1 ,'n1Nn '—lw'? :1:_4)33 X
INX . TTIWAI DN 0 INX X271, 171X 722 .12/ (N NRAIND TR S 1RV DY DY

WX DINA ANIX 220 — 132 VA9 znwn D 738y K W5 N8N ‘{N .n1r P” fr DM 1JJ‘N11 ovno
77 ) 3 135 PN oS M 0 2

0277 0N nb,v 22 .MTTIANN2 7_77/\/ 7 XY DYINNN AR TO™AN MR 15 w ,w - NDH'? XO \ ’7
AXWI 07 DTS PNIXOIX TS, I DV D12 DXYS ' v ' ) stnn X 12
e .D'wNTIn 0'9190N

n 1 9 n
220 X N2 ,0N 212°N 2IVN2 )X 710N 2 :1IX291 NTA AKX

.91052 D' ,5338.7.01 02-585-2216 ;20 : 129173 NNAY 12NN TNIAY Do 22 : T'ven © 43 T

LIK/2 (120 -2 NDID 1722 IX JA8Y2 "9325 NTANN"2 1A Y YN YO 7220 NTAN
INNsP5 1910 .0'902 WV ¥1I19N2 WX 9125 NTIMN"S DININ 90D . 7-65631-5 N'A IXITN 2322 TP972 1N NN




	02Va'eira 2014.pdf
	02Va'eyra heb 2014

