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zZechus Avos

({3
Hﬁlshem spoke to Moshe saying, ‘To

these (who were counted in the census)
shall the Land be divided as an inheri-
tance, according to the number of
names’” (Bamidbar 26:52-53). This is the
parasha of the division of Eretz Yisrael
into s’deh achuza (family inheritance).
Each one of the men counted in the cen-
sus would receive a homestead in the
Holy Land. However, according to Rashi,
the distribution followed a strange pat-
tern. The s’deh achuza were “given” to
the paternal grandfather (so to speak)
who had died in Mitzraim. He then “be-
queathed” them to his sons who left
Mitzraim and died in the Midbar. They
then followed the laws of inheritance and
passed on to the grandchildren who
would now occupy the land. Why was
the s’deh achuza not given directly to the
man who was now entering Eretz Yisrael?
Why did it have to pass backwards up to
his grandfather and then work its way
back via the laws of inheritance?

A well-known Maggid Shiur in Yerusha-

layim has a fascinating answer to this
question. Someone who was about to
enter Eretz Yisrael should not think that
he received his s’deh achuza on his own
merits. Hashem promised this Land to
Avraham Yitzchak, and Yaakov. His
grandfather died a slave in Mitzraim. His
father died in the desert. These ancestors
were moser nefesh (self-sacrificing) for
their descendants to receive the Land. It is
in their merit — zechus avos — that he is
receiving a portion in Eretz Yisrael.

”’.e can apply this concept to our very

own lives. B’ezras Hashem, we will be the
generation that will see the Mashiach.
This is a big zechus. Did we earn this on
our own merits? Of course not! How
foolish to think such a thing. Are we bet-
ter that those great tsaddikim — the
Chofetz Chaim, the Vilna Gaon, The Ari-
zal, Rav Yosef Karo, the Rambam, Rashi,
Rav Hai Gaon, Rav Ashi, and Rebbe
Akiva, among them — who did not merit
to see the final redemption? Of course
not! It is only in their merit that we
B’ezrat Hashem will merit such a great
event. We are like midgets on the shoul-
ders of giants (so to speak) as the follow-
ing parable illustrates.
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And now, a special treat for the chos-
son (newlywed)!”
Four young men gather in front of the
chosson. The biggest, strongest one stands

up straight as his friend climbs up on his
shoulders. He stands up and balances him-

self, waiting for the next young man. The
third one, who is smaller than the other
two, proceeds to climb up onto the shoul-
ders of the top one. He slowly securs him-
self and stands up straight. They now
formed a tower of three. The last one, a
small, short, thin lad begins climbing up the
tower. He reaches the shoulders of the
lowest man, and keeps going. He reaches
the shoulders of the second man. Finally, he
gets to the top of the tower. He balances
himself on the shoulders of the third man.
The tower now stands four stories high.
The smallest one on top reaches up on his
toes and touches the ceiling of the hall!
“Look at how tall I am! I can touch the
ceiling!” he proudly says. The man on the
bottom laughs. “Tall? You are less than half
my size! The only reason that you can
reach the ceiling is because you are stand-
ing on our shoulders.”

Kinderlach . . .

We must appreciate our ancestors. We
owe everything to them. They were like
giants, and we are mere midgets in com-
parison to them. They were self-sacrificing
for Hashem and His Torah. Their only
goal in life was passing down the Mesorah
(Torah from Sinai) to the next generation.
Generation after generation sacrificed
everything for that. That is why we have a
life so rich in Torah. And that is why we,
B’ezrat Hashem, will merit to see the
Mashiach speedily and in our days, amen.

Eat the Wrapper!

One morning at the grocery store . . .

“Good morning Mr. Grocer! How are
you?”

“Baruch Hashem. How can | help you,
sir?”

“l am a wholesale supplier of food prod-
ucts, Mr. Grocer. | have a product here
that is truly amazing. 1 would like to tell
you about it.”

“Go ahead, sir. | am all ears. | am always
interested in a new product which can
increase my sales and profits.”

“This product is a sweet treat. It is ex-
tremely hi-tech.”

“What do you mean?”

“The ingredients are all 100% natural. It
contains no food coloring, no fillers, no
preservatives, no fats, and no cholesterol.”
“Sounds great so far. What more can you
tell me about it?”

“It has a long shelf life, and a tantalizing
aroma.”

“You can smell it? Through the wrapper?”
“Yes, Mr. Grocer. The wrapper is the
most amazing part of this high-tech prod-
uct. It actually changes color depending
on the flavor of the product inside. It is
hermetically sealed, keeping the product
fresh and delicious. However, the best

part is . . . you can eat the wrapper!”
“Really? That is truly unbelievable! The
kids will love it. | must see this wonderful
product. Please show me a sample.”
“With pleasure.”

The wholesaler reaches into his pocket
and pulls out . . . an apple!

“Here it is.”

“What is this, some kind of a joke? Apples
are as old as the hills. Where’s the hi-
tech?”

“My dear Mr. Grocer, please take a few
moments to think about this wonderful
sweet treat from our Creator. It is deli-
cious, nutritious, and healthy. No pre-

servatives, additives, processing, just
100%
straight
from
Hashem’s
Loving
Hand. The
peel is thin
but
effective. It
keeps  the
fruit  fresh
for
extended
periods. lts
color tells
you  what
type of
apple is

inside, and

when it is ripe. Best of all - you can eat
the wrapper! Can any of our processed
food concoctions match this masterpiece
of culinary delight from the Creator of
the Universe?”

“The truth is, | never really thought about
it. 1 have been eating apples for so long
that | just took them for granted. You have
shown me how truly amazing they really
are. Thank you sir. You have raised my
awareness and appreciation of Hashem’s
gifts. To show you my gratitude, 1 am go-
ing to buy 50 pounds of apples from you!
I’'m going to try to teach the world to ap-
preciate this wonderful food, as well as all
of Hashem’s gifts.”

Kinderlach . . .

This week’s parasha mentions Shavuos -
Chag HaBikurim - the Holiday of the First
Fruits (Bamidbar 29:26). We are now in
the midst of the summer, and the markets
are filled with many fruits. Appreciate
them! Each one is a sweet treat straight
from Hashem! More beautiful, delicious,
and nutritious than any cookie or candy
bar. Peaches are worth their weight in
gold. Grapes, plums, bananas, apples,
mangoes, cantaloupes, pears, and water-
melons are all marvels of Hashem’s won-
drous gift called Nature. Appreciate the
fruit you eat! Let it sweeten your life, by
increasing your gratitude to The Provider
of all good things!
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