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Not in Our Hands

haraoh commanded his entire nation

saying, ‘“You shall throw every son that is
born into the river, and every daughter
shall live.”” (Shemos 1:22). Rashi informs
us that even the Mitzri boys were
drowned. Why did Pharaoh issue such a
cruel edict? His astrologers informed him
that the savior of Israel was born that
day. However, they did not know if he
was a Jew or a Mitzri. They saw that in
the end he would be stricken by water.
Therefore, Pharaoh decreed that all boys
shall be thrown into the river.

The ways of Divine Providence are as-

tounding! Not only did Pharaoh not suc-
ceed in drowning Moshe Rabbeinu, but
also the very river itself brought the in-
fant’s basket to Batya his daughter. She
then brought Moshe to her father’s house,
and he was raised in the royal palace!
Irony of ironies; years later, Pharaoh saw
the very same boy that he raised bring
plagues of destruction upon his land.

The Steipler shares an insight into this

parasha in his sefer, Bircas Peretz. A man
has many thoughts and plans to carry out
his will. However, they are not able to
change Divine Providence one iota. A per-
son’s fate for the year is decreed on Rosh
Hashanah. All of his hishtadlus (efforts) will
not alter that decree. Only tefillah
(prayer), teshuva (correcting sins), and
spiritual merits can help him. If the hishtad-
lus appears successful, it is due to a good
decree from Above. On the other hand, if
the decree is negative, the very plans that
he places his faith in can turn against him.
This was Pharaoh’s unfortunate fate.

The Steipler then mentions another vil-

lain who tried to wipe out the Jewish
nation — Haman. He had a plan to kill all
of the Jews on the thirteenth of Adar.
That very same day turned out to be the
day of victory for the Jews! He planned
to hang Mordechai on a gallows, and
irony of ironies, he was hung on the same
gallows. This all demonstrates that we are
in Hashem’s hands. If He Wills something
to happen, none of our plans can stop it.

Parashas Shemos is the beginning of a
six-week period, ending just before Purim
called Shovavim. The words are an acro-
nym of the first letters of the parshios of
these six weeks. The word shovavim also
refers to a person who is wandering off
the track. These weeks of Shovavim are a
time of teshuva for the Jewish people.
“Shuvu bonim shovavim,” “Return O
wayward sons.” We can use the

Steipeler’s insight as a powerful tool for
teshuva. If we live with the realization
that our fate is in Hashem’s Hands, then
we will turn to Him for everything that
we need. We will do His Will with a
complete heart. Let us use these weeks of
Shovavim Tat, beginning with Pharaoh,
and ending with a prelude to Purim, to
return to Hashem. “Shuvu bonim
shovavim!”

Kinderlach . . . _

We would all like to see our plans suc-
ceed. Teshuva is the key. The Mishna gives
us an insight into how it works. “Do His
Will as you would do your own will, so
that He may do your will just as He does
His Will” (Pirkei Avos 2:4). Teshuva is
returning to Hashem by doing His W/ill.
You want to fulfill His commandments.
Therefore, His Will becomes your will.
Your plans are His plans. Therefore, He
will do your will because you are pleasing
Him. He will make your plans succeed.
There is only one agenda — Ratzon
Hashem. May well all merit fulfilling it.

Bye Bye

n
lt was so nice of you to visit, Cousin

Dave.”

“Thank you Avi, | thoroughly enjoyed
myself. Your family’s hospitality is tops.
Delicious food and drink, comfortable
accommodations, great company; what
more could a guest ask for?”

“Come Avi, let’s all escort Dave out to-
gether. Please put your coat on Avi, it’s
cold outside.”

“Abba, since it’s so cold, could 1 just say
good bye to Cousin Dave right here at
the door?”

“You could, Avi, but you would be miss-
ing an important mitzvah.”

“Really Abba? Is there a mitzvah to go
outside today?”

“No, Avi, but there is a mitzvah to escort
your guests daled amos (four cubits or
about two meters) outside of the door of
your house.”

“Why is that Abba?”

“It is the final part of the mitzvah of wel-
coming guests into our home. We open
our home to them, feed them, and give
them a place to sleep. At the end of their
stay, we escort them on their way. This
part of the mitzvah is so important that
the Rambam writes that we receive more
reward for it than all other parts of the
mitzvah.”

“Why is it so important, Abba?”

“When a person leaves with a warm
sendoff, his heart is happy. His journey
begins on the right foot. We have done
our part to make his journey a safe and
pleasant one.”

“How do we know this Abba?”

“Avi, | was waiting for you to ask that
question.”

“Don’t tell me Abba. I'll bet it is in this
week’s parasha.”

“Right you are Avi. Moshe Rabbeinu
grew up in the home of Paroh, the king
of Mitzraim. He fled from Mitzraim after
killing a Mitzri who was beating a Jewish
slave. Moshe went to Midian, where he
met and married Zipporah, the daughter
of Yisro. After living there for several
years, he took his wife and sons and pre-
pared to return to Egypt. Yisro, his father-
in-law said to him, “Go in peace”
(Bereshis 4:18). The Gemora (Berachos
64a) informs us that this is the proper
sendoff to give a person.”

“Come, Abba. Where is my coat? | want
to go out and give Cousin Dave a good
farewell.”

“Let’s all go together Avi.”

“Bye Cousin Dave! It was great having
you with us! Go in peace.”

Avi turns to his father and says . . .

“Abba, can you wake me up before you
leave tomorrow morning?”

“That’s very early, Avi.”

“l know Abba, but it is important.”

“Sure Avi. What’s doing?”

“l want to give you a good farewell
when you go.”

“Avi, that is so sweet of you.”

“Why not, Abba? You take care of all of
us. We can surely give you a good send-
off every morning.”

“Avi, that would just make my whole
day.”

“My pleasure and my mitzvah, Abba.”

Kinderlach . . .

A good sendoff is an important mitzvah
that is easy to do. When your friend leaves
your home, walk with him daled amos.
When your Shabbos guests go home after
their meal, escort them out of your home.
When Abba leaves the home every morn-
ing, give him a beautiful sendoff. A good
farewell is the start of a great trip.
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