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What Can | Do?

One chattos (sin offering), two olahs

(burnt offerings), two shlomims (peace
offerings), and one mincha (meal offer-
ing). Aharon and his sons entered the
Mishkan, on the eighth day of its inaugu-
ration and sacrificed all of these korbonos
to the Almighty. They waited for His ac-
ceptance. Yet the Shechina (Divine Pres-
ence) did not come down. Where was
the Heavenly fire that would descend and
devour the korbonos? Was Hashem ig-
noring them? What would be? What was
Aharon’s reaction to this disappointment?

u
I know that The Holy One is angry with

me. It is because of me that the Shechina
did not come down.” Imagine that! Klal
Yisrael sinned with the Egel HaZahav
(Golden Calf). Aharon tried to stop them
in every way possible. They even threat-
ened to stone him to death. Yet he still
felt responsible.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz points out that

the nature of a person is the opposite.
When something bad happens, he looks
to blame others. Even if he realizes his
own mistake, he feels that other people’s
mistakes are greater, and they caused the
problem. Yet every person’s actions can
influence the world. For better or worse.
Aharon HaKohen shows us the proper
way to react to difficult situations. To
arouse ourselves to improve.

Kinderlach . . .

We do not know why tragedies happen.
Who knows what Hashem’s cheshbonos
(calculations) are? Why did that happen to
those people? However, there is one thing
that we do know. Every event is an op-
portunity to uplift ourselves. Try to change
one little thing that we are doing. Try to
speak a little nicer to our classmates. Try
to come a little faster when Imma calls.
Try to concentrate a little harder during
your tefillos (prayers). Try a little harder to
stay away from arguments over silly
things. Who knows? Maybe your not-so-
small effort will make the difference.

Holy Nafion

1\

What is that little black thing on the
table, Abba?”
“It looks like an ant, Chaim. Yes it is. Let’s
get it off the table quickly. We surely
wouldn’t want it to wander into our

food.”

“Uch. How disgusting!”

“That is exactly what the Torah says,
Chaim. ‘Do not make yourselves disgust-
ing with any creeping thing, and do not
make yourselves tomei (impure) with
them.” (Vayikra 11:43).”

“l have a question about that verse,
Abba. The Torah just went into great
details about the forbidden insects. Why
does it add on this warning against creep-
ing things afterward?”

“The Ohr HaChaim answers your ques-
tion, Chaim. The verse states, ‘Do not
make yourselves disgusting.” When you

eat something repulsive, you yourself
become repulsive. Even if you acciden-
tally eat a bug, you become tomei. Don’t
do it to yourself! The Torah repeats the
warning to reiterate that we must take
special care with this issur (forbidden
thing). Why? ‘Because | am Hashem, your
G-d’ (Vayikra 11:44). You are a holy and
pure nation, the only one whom The
Almighty chose to call His. ‘Sanctify your-
selves, and you shall be holy, for | am
holy’ (Vayikra 11:44). The Ohr HaChaim
explains that if we take special precau-
tions to avoid eating insects, Hashem will
make us holy by resting His Shechina (Di-
vine Presence) upon us.”

“Amazing. | did not realize how privi-

leged we are, Abba.”
“We are Hashem’s holy nation. Remem-
ber it forever.”

Kinderlach . . .

Just the thought of eating a bug is repul-
sive. However, there is much more to that
little bug than meets the eye. He is a siman
(sign) of the kedusha of Klal Yisrael. We
are a holy nation. Our souls are capable
of hosting the Shechina. The little insect
can defile our soul, taking away from its
kedusha. Guard your holiness, Rinderlach.
Keep your souls pure. Then you will con-
tinue to merit the privileges of the holy
nation - Shechina.

It's Hard For Me

u

Danny, it’s time to get up.”
“Oh. Already? But | just went to sleep,
Abba.”
“Believe it or not, you went to sleep eight
hours ago. Now it time to begin your
day.”
“But it’s so hard for me to get out of
bed.”
“l know. | empathize with you. Let me
tell you about Aharon HaKohen. It was
hard for him to carry out a mitzvah also.
He had to approach the Holy Altar and
perform the avodah (service). The Imrei
Emes relates that this is the way of the
Yetzer Hara (Evil Inclination). He makes
mitzvos seem difficult. However, the
point goes deeper than that.”
“Really?”
“We were sent down to this earth to per-
fect ourselves. Each one of us has his own
middos that need improvement. How do
we know which areas we have to work
on?”
“The ones which are the most difficult for
us?”
“Excellent. The Yetzer Hara makes the
most important things seem the most
difficult.”
“That is such an important thought,
Abbal”
“Use it well, Danny, and overcome that
evil Yetzer Hara.”

Kinderlach . . .

What is your job in this world? What mid-
dos were you sent here to work on? Just
think about which are the most difficult
for you. Is it hard for you to get up in the
morning? How about speaking quietly; is
that difficult? We all have our challenges.
Difficult mitzvos and middos take effort.
That is your job in life.
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