Kinder Torah.
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Family

E/eryone was excited beyond words.

The big day had finally come - the wed-
ding of the family’s oldest child.

“Okay, everyone, smile. Come, let’s see
those big white teeth. Say, ‘cheese’.”
The photographer snapped the picture.
“What a beautiful, happy family!”
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Rﬂv Zalman Sorotzkin relates that the
Torah teaches us the proper choices in
life. “It is not good that man be alone”
(Bereshis 2:18). Choose to marry and raise
a family. There is obviously great happi-
ness and lofty purpose in family life.
However, there is also a much deeper
reason to choose marriage. The family is
a “school” to learn how to love your
fellow man. A person naturally loves his
parents, his spouse, his children, and his
relatives. Through family life, he learns to
love and give to his friends, acquaintan-
ces, and eventually everyone.

R’w Sorotzkin goes on to explain that
the life during the forty years in the desert
was like one big family. All of Klal Yisrael
lived under one big roof — the Annanei
HaKovod (Clouds of Glory). They ate the
mun from one table (so to speak), and
they drank from one well. Therefore,
when the census was taken in the begin-
ning of parashas Bamidbar, no family
names were mentioned. We were like
one big family. Now, in parashas Pinchas,
we were preparing to enter the Land of
Israel. No Annanei HaKovod, no mun,
and no well. What would happen to our
unity? Would it break apart completely?
No. We would retain the togetherness on
a smaller level — the family structure.
Therefore, at the census taken now, in
parashas Pinchas, the family names are
mentioned. To teach us that this is our
new unity structure. The families would
live together, and receive their inheri-
tance together in the Land. There they
would hold on to their great tradition of
loving and giving to each other, and to
their greater family: Klal Yisrael.

Fences
“m)of, woof.”

The shepherd’s eyes slowly opened to the
sound of the barking dog. Morning had
arrived and it was time to check the sheep.
He slowly walked over to the pen. Last
night there were 40 sheep. The shepherd’s
eyes opened wide. Where were the sheep?
All of them had vanished. He slowly
walked around the pen. One of the bars
was slightly open. It was not a big open-
ing. Only one sheep could squeeze
through at a time. That was all it took,
however. One by one, they all escaped.
Because of one small hole in the fence, he
was left with nothing.
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“7' - .
orment the Midianim and smite
them” (Bamidbar 25:17). This was
Hashem’s command to Moshe Rabbeinu.
What did the Midianim do to the Jewish
people to deserve such a fate? The caused
us to commit the worst sin — avodah zara
(idol worship). Their idol was called Baal
Peor. There were many ways to worship
idols in those days. How was Baal Peor
worshipped? Any way that you like. All
forms of worship were permitted, the
more revolting the better. This seems
strange to us, but the message is clear.
Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz says that Baal
Peor represents “everything goes”. You
can do whatever you like because every-
thing is permitted. Midian was a society
with no morals. How does it begin? With
a small hole in the fence. Just like the
sheep in the pen. One small hole is all it
takes, and everything goes.

Kinderlach . . .

Who knows the first Mishna in Pirkei
Avos? “Make a fence around the Torah.”
Why are fences so important? We need
them to protect the Torah. We want to
stay far away from violating any Torah
mitzvos. We may think that we are safe.
How could we ever transgress a mitzvah?
All it takes is one small hole in the fence.
Then everything goes. Kinderlach, keep
your fences strong and free of holes.

ne Sifrei details the steps that the
daughters took to apply for a homestead.
They gathered to seek advice. They said,
“Hashem’s rachmonus (mercy) is not like
that of flesh and blood. People have
more compassion for the sons than the
daughters. However, the One Who spoke
and created the world has rachmonus on
both. As the verse states, ‘And His mercy
is upon all of His creations’ (Tehillim
145:9). The Targum Yonason states that
Tslofchod’s daughters prayed to Hashem,
asking for rachmonus. They then ap-
proached Moshe and Elazar HaKohen
and presented their case.

Rav Shmuel Hominer, in his sefer Eved
HaMelech learns a penetrating lesson
from the behavior of these tsidkonios.
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tir-
zah acted with bitachon (trust in
Hashem). They first trusted that the Crea-
tor, with His abundant mercy, would give
them a portion in the Holy Land. They
then prayed to Hashem; beseeching Him
to have rachmonus on their father and
give his daughters an inheritance in the
Land. When they saw that the matter
needed to be presented before Moshe
and Elazar, they did not hesitate to speak
with the leaders of Klal Yisrael. Rav
Hominer entreats us to understand this
very well, as it is a fundamental point in
the mitzvah of bitachon. A person should
conduct himself in this manner with all of
his affairs. Firstly, he should trust that
Hashem will give him what is good for
him. Then he should pray to the Al-
mighty, beseeching Him for rachmonus.
Lastly, if some other hishtadlus (prepara-
tory action) is required, he should not
hesitate to do what is needed. However,
he must always realize that the outcome
is in the hands of the Merciful One. One
who conducts himself in this manner will
grow closer and closer to his Creator with
each and every challenge in life.

Kinderlach . . .

School is not the only place to learn. We
also receive a great education in the
home. What do we learn there? How to
love and give. Within the walls of our
house lives our family. We love them and
we constantly give to them. “Please pass
me the salt.” An opportunity to do
chessed. “Let’s wash the floors.” A chance
to work together. “Oy vey. | cut my fin-
ger.” Work on being empathetic. “Oh no,
the cookies are gone and | did not get
one.” Now is the time to give. The home
is the place to learn to love and give. Then
we can “graduate” to learning to give to
friends, neighbors, and eventually all of
Klal Yisrael. Kinderlach, may you all be-
come geniuses at loving and giving.

Act with Bitachon

tlT

he daughters of Tslofchod, son of
Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son
of Menashe, son of Yosef drew near —
and these are the names of his daughters;
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tir-
zah” (Bamidbar 27:1). The time had come
to teach the laws of dividing the Land of
Israel; giving each family its inheritance.
This would be followed by the actual
division of the Land. Who would receive
a homestead? One who qualified as an
“inheritor”; namely the sons and not the
daughters. Tslofchod had five daughters
and no sons. They saw that their father’s
offspring were not going to receive a
portion in Eretz Yisrael.

Kinderlach . . .

Hashem loves us! He sends us challenges in
life for a reason — He wants us to come
closer to Him. Rav Hominer shows us that
the example of the daughters of Tslofchod
teaches us how to trust in Hashem and
grow close to Him in trying times. Firstly,
we trust that He will do what is best for us.
Then, we pray to Him, asking for rach-
monus. Finally, we calmly and deliberately
do any additional hishtadlus that is neces-
sary, knowing that the outcome is from the
Almighty, and not from his earthly agents.
We may add, that when the result comes,
we thank Hashem directly and sincerely for
His great kindness. In this way, kinderlach,
we are constantly in touch with the Crea-
tor, trusting Him, asking Him for our
needs, and thanking Him for all of His
kindness. What a wonderful life! Grow
close to Hashem! Act with bitachon!

Please direct all inquiries concerning
this publication to (02) 585-2216.

parashas Pinchas

All rights reserved to the author.
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