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Parashas Noach

The Price qfa Lie

«
Mrs. Mazkira, can you please send
the next candidate in?”

The secretary turns to the man waiting
patiently in the office.

“You may go in now, sir.”

The man enters the office. The president of
the company sits behind a large oak desk.

“Please sit down and tell me about your-
self and your qualifications for the job.”

The candidate begins to talk about him-
self. He speaks about his education and his
experience. The he shows the president
some examples of his work. The president
is impressed.

“Your chances for this job appear very

interview. | was in a situation where |
would have to lie to get the job. Baruch
Hashem, 1 told the truth.”

“Abba, we learned about that on our
parashat ha’shavuah class. Lying only
leads to losing money.”

“Really, Chaim? Please tell me about it.”
“The Torah writes that Hashem instructed
Noach to bring some of all the world’s
living beings into the ark (Bereshis 6:19).
Rashi comments that this included even
spiritual beings. The Daas Zekanim
M’Baalei Hatosfos adds that the spirit of
shekker (lie) wanted to enter the ark.
Noach said that everyone who entered
the ark had a mate. Shekker must also
find a mate. Shekker searched and found
pichsa — the spirit appointed to take away
people’s money. ‘Marry me,” he said.
‘What will you give me if | marry you?’

she asked. ‘All of my earnings,” was his
good. You ;
. e ~ | answer. And
have a solid
sO, they
background. .
You have married and
. entered the
experience. "
. ark.
You realize, of “Amazing!
course, that 8

you will have
to work very
hard for the
company.”

“It will be my
pleasure.” :
“There is one final question that | must
ask you. Our company has a policy not
to hire anyone who has worked for our
main competitor, Rodef Kessef. Have you
ever worked for that company?”

The applicant’s heart sinks. He is in a
quandary. He had worked for Rodef
Kessef for a very short period of time. The
company was far too competitive for him,
so he left after a few weeks. What should
he do? If he lies, he will get the job. How-
ever, the Torah says, “Distance yourself
from a lie,” (Shemos 23:7). He will not
commit an aveyra (sin) for all of the
money in the world. The choice is clear.

“Yes, Mr. President. | worked for Rodef
Kessef for three weeks. We did not get
along, so | left.”

“l see. We will not be able to hire you. |
am sure that with your qualifications, you
will find a good job. Good bye, and have
a good day.”

The applicant leaves the company and
heads home. He is a bit shaken by the
experience. He arrives home, knocks on
the front door, and walks into the house.

“Shalom, Abbal! It’s so good to see youl
How was your day?”
“Challenging. | had a big test at the job

& _ That

Shekker (lying)
married pichsa
(losing money).
means
that any profit
made from a
lie, must be
turned over to the spirit that takes away
your money. Therefore, you will never
keep any money that you gain from
shekker. Pichsa will surely take it away. |
never would have profited from that job
by lying. | would be left with no money,
and a big bad aveyra of shekker.”

“That would have been an expensive lie,
Abba.”

“How true, Chaim. You should always
speak only words of truth.”

-
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( money intact. Always tell the truth.

\

We are sometimes tempted to lie. It seems
like we will gain something by bending or
twisting the truth. Perhaps we will receive
some money as a result of our lie. How-
ever, that money is destined to leave us. It
may be stolen, or lost. We may run into a
big repair bill or medical bill, chas
v'shalom (Heaven forbid). We may have a
big traffic fine or a court case. Pichsa has
many ways of making us lose the money
from shekker, all of which are unpleasant.
Save yourself the aveyra of lying, and the
aggravation of losing the money. Kinder-
lach, keep your neshama (soul) and

Remember

(1%
Hashem remembered Noach and all

the animals and all the cattle that were
with him in the ark” (Bereshis 8:1).
“Remember ... remember ... | remember
that verse from somewhere. Where?”

“It is from Rosh Hashanah, Avi.”

“You have a good memory, Chaim.
When did we mention Noach on Rosh
Hashanah?”

“We remembered him in the ‘Zichronos’
(remembrances) section of the Mussaf
prayer. We said this very posuk, ‘Hashem
remembered Noach...””

“Right. Now | remember. We were
speaking about how Hashem recollects all
of our deeds of the past year, weighs
them, and judges them on Rosh Hasha-
nah. | remember how nervous | was at
that time, Chaim.”

“Why, Avi?”

“l began to recall some of the things that |
did. They were not so good. | was very fear-
ful of the judgment that | would receive.”
“That is very good, Avi. That is a great
way to motivate yourself to improve.”
“You're not kidding, Chaim. | was very
motivated on those two days. | wish that
| had kept up the momentum.”

“Here is your chance to renew your enthu-
siasm, Avi. Hashem sent you and all of us, a
nice gift this Shabbos. He put a verse in the
weekly parasha that reminds us of Rosh
Hashanah. Now is the time to remember
that the Yom HaDin (Day of Judgment) is
coming. Now is the time to stop the avey-
ros before they start. Now is the time to
keep our slates clean. Just imagine how
much better we will feel next Rosh Hasha-
nah, if we begin preparing now.”

“You are so right, Chaim. We should al-
ways keep the memory of zichronos in
the forefront of our mind. If we always
remember zichronos, and keep our record
clean, then there will be no aveyros for
Hashem to recall.”

“That is a fantastic thought to remember.”
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Do you remember the Zichronos prayer
from the Rosh Hashanah Mussaf? Hashem
remembers everything. Do you remember
how you felt about some of the aveyros
that you did, wishing that Hashem would
not remember them so well? That was only
a little over a month ago. Hashem gave
you a nice gift this week. A reminder of the
zichronos. Here we are at the beginning of
a new year. Let us write good things into
our books for Him to remember. Let us
always remember the zichronos. Let us
always keep our book clean. Let us give

\Him only good things to remember.
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