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I/our tefillin are beautiful! May | have

a closer look at them?”

“Yes, of course. What do you find so nice
about them.”

“They are perfectly square. The surfaces
are sanded absolutely smooth and painted
jet black. The letters ‘shin’ are beautifully
formed and carefully colored with glossy
paint. The person who made them must
have good hands and good tools.”

“You are right. He is a true artisan.
Hashem gave him good hands and a sense
of esthetic beauty. Hashem also gave him a
mitzvah of tefillin, which allows him to
express and develop those talents.”

“That is a beautiful thought. | never consid-
ered that aspect of the mitzvah of tefillin.”
“Many mitzvos allow this type of expres-
sion. The Meshech Chochma expounds on
the subject in this week’s parasha, when
discussing the Korbon Pesach. He states
that all of a person’s talents and emotions
can be used for mitzvos. That is the ideal
way to express, develop, and guide them
for their ultimate purpose and good.”

“«
an you give some other examples?”

“Yes. We can use our intelligence to ab-
sorb ourselves in the depths of Torah
learning. We will find our minds stretched
to the limit and beyond.”

“Fascinating. Please tell me more.”

“A person can find true spiritual fulfill-
ment of his longing to be close to people
through the mitzvah of loving his fellow
Jews. We can all fulfill our desire and
need to love others by marrying and rais-
ing a family. We can even reach the level
of loving Hashem.”

“Beautiful.”

“Speaking of beauty, a person can use his
sense of esthetics to choose a beautiful
esrog.”

“Please tell me more.”

“Hashem gave us such a wide and varied
agenda of mitzvos, for us to use all of our
energies to fulfill them. In doing so, we
sanctify ourselves and everything that we
do. This is symbolized by the attire of the
Kohen Godol. On his head he wore the
‘tzitz’ which was inscribed with the words
‘Sanctified for Hashem,” to show that all
of his thoughts were dedicated to The
Almighty. On his heart he wore the ‘cho-
shen’ (breastplate) which contained the
names of the tribes of Israel. This showed
the dedication of all of his emotions to
help his fellow Jews.”

“May we all merit to focus all of our efforts
toward Hashem’s Torah and mitzvos.”

(weak, because it spreads out in all direc-
tions. A flashlight, on the other hand, is
focused. All of its light is aimed in one
direction. A relatively small light can cast
a powerful beam because all of the light
rays are going in the same direction. Light
rays are energy, similar to the energies of
a person. The Torah teaches us to focus all
of our energies on serving Hashem. They
can all be used properly to cast a straight
beam. And that beam is very bright, be-
cause it is powered by the “battery™ of
siyata dishmaya. Kinderlach, may all of
your neshamos cast a beautiful, clear,

Kinderlach . . .

What is the difference between a light
bulb and a flashlight? A bulb casts light in
all directions. It can light up an entire
room, however, the light will be relatively

kpowerful light. i
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“Mezrit to be Saved

_II:I the merit of four things, Klal Yisrael

was redeemed from Mitzraim. They did
not change their names ... They did not
change their language. They spoke
Loshon HaKodesh. They did not speak
Loshon Hora about each other ... They
did not behave immorally” (Yalkut
Shemoni 226). We can see a similarity in
three of these four reasons. Hashem took
“goy mikerev goy” (a nation out from
within another nation) [Devarim 4:34]. In
order to take out a nation, they must
have some identity as a nation. If they
share a common language, traditional
names, and solid family structure, then
they are indeed a recognizable nation.
Where does Loshon Hora fit into the pic-
ture? Does that make them a nation?

ﬂe Ksav Sofer explains as follows. A

person may commit many aveyros (sins)
because he cannot control his desires. He
loves food, and cannot resist eating non-
kosher delicacies. He loves money and
cannot resist stealing. These are terrible
things and can bring a person down to a
very low madrayga (spiritual level). Yet,
there is always hope, if he does teshuva
(repentance). However, if a person re-
sents Rabbonim, and speaks Loshon Hora
about them, therefore causing others to
sin, he cannot be saved.

ﬂis was the situation in Mitzraim.

Most of the nation was on the 49t level
of tumah (impurity), committing all types
of sins. Yet, a few tsaddikim among them
stayed pure. Jews certainly had the op-
portunity to speak badly about those
tsaddikim, and report them to the au-
thorities. Yet, they did not. They retained
their respect for those holy people.
Therefore, Hashem had mercy upon
them, and revealed Himself to them with
signs and wonders. Slowly their faith in
Him increased, until in the end, they ac-
cepted the Torah. This was in the merit of
respecting their leaders.

[ Kinderlach . . .
We are so fortunate to have great Rab-
bonim and Talmidei Chachomim to guide
Klal Yisrael. Where would we be without
their constant leadership, encouragement,
and support? They are so self-sacrificing
for the needs of the community. They
deserve our ultimate and unfailing respect.
To say bad things about them is unthink-
able. Even if we do not understand or are
inconvenienced by some of their decisions.
In the merit of this respect, our ancestors
were redeemed from Mitzraim. In the
merit of our not speaking Loshon Hora,
may we also be redeemed from our golus
(exile) bi’'mhayra biyomainu (speedily in
our days). Amen.
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Temptation

ﬂe plague brings total darkness and the

Mitzrim are defenseless. Anything can
happen. The Jews are free to do whatever
they want. They can take revenge against
their cruel Egyptian taskmasters and never
be caught. Why not leave Egypt? The per-
fect opportunity. There were no guards or
sentries to stop them, and no army to
catch them. They have an opportunity to
end this miserable slavery once and for all.
But wait. They once made an oath many
years ago. The Targum Yonason (on
Bereshis 50:25) explains that Yosef made
the Jews swear not to leave Egypt before
the appointed time. The Chasam Sofer
explains that this is the explanation of the
verse in Tehillim (105:28), “He sent dark-
ness and made it dark, and they did not
defy his word.” The Jewish people could
have very easily defied Yosef’'s word and
left Egypt. However, they would not go
back on their oath. They resisted the temp-
tation and kept their word.

(Kinderlach ...

We all have temptations. The desire is espe-
cially strong when people are not watch-
ing. “Abba and Imma are taking their
Shabbos nap. Now I can go to my friend’s
house without asking permission.” “The
storekeeper is busy with customers. | can
easily slip this bag of marbles into my
pocket.” “Imma is busy with the baby. Now
is the perfect time to sneak a piece of the
special desert that is only for guests.” We
know that these things are wrong. It makes
no difference whether someone is watching
or not. However, the temptation is greater
when we feel that we can get away with it.
We have the strength to resist that tempta-
tion. We inherited it from our forefathers.
Stand fast and do the right thing. Even

\when no one is watching.
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