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Help Yourself

L your brother sinks low, and his

hand falters with you; you shall strengthen
him” (Vayikra 25:35). Simply understood,
this verse is referring to lending money to
your fellow Jew who is poor. The Ohr
HaChaim HaKadosh has a beautiful and
novel interpretation. “If your brother sinks
low” refers to a person’s low spiritual
level, caused by a weakening in his Torah
learning and mitzvah observance. That is
the true poverty. “And his hand falters”
means that his spirit darkens. “With you”
the Ohr HaChaim explains to mean that
the spirit lives together with the body. It is
the other half of the person; the non-
spiritual side that is bringing him down.
“You shall strengthen him” and encourage
yourself to do teshuva (repentance). This is
the best way to restore the spirit to its lofty
level.
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We all have our ups and downs. The Ohr
HaChaim HaKadosh is giving us practical
advice for when we are down. Let us not
wallow and feel sorry for ourselves.
Rather, we should realize that this is an
opportunity to do teshuva. Examine why
we are down. Perhaps we are slacking off
in our learning. Perhaps we are doing our
mitzvos sloppily. Let us put ourselves back
on the right track and strengthen our-
selves. Use this temporary downer as an
opportunity to come back stronger than

tions could be onas devorim if the person
does not feel comfortable divulging such
information. “That's so expensive, you
could have gotten it cheaper!” “l know
you do not have money now, but let me
show you this great bargain.” These
statements make a person feel bad about

something that is beyond his control.
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We have to realize that words are very
powerful. They can hurt a person very
badly. In fact, the Gemora writes that
hurting a person’s feelings is worse that
causing him a monetary loss. You can
always pay back the money, but once the
words leave your mouth, you can never
take them back. Therefore, let us all try
very very hard, to watch what we say to
our parents, brothers, sisters, friends,
neighbors, and shopkeepers. We want our

\speech to be a pleasure for them to hear. )

ever!
J

Words That Hurt

Iam so upset with Yossie,” said Yitzy.

“l pushed him one time a few weeks ago
and he does not let me forget it. Every
time | see him, he reminds me about it. |
did teshuva (repentance). | said that | was
sorry, and | haven't pushed anyone since.
Is it right for him to keep bringing it up?”

[CHC R SR

':’ e have spoken many times about

mitzvos involving speech. This week we
have another mitzva involving speech,
onas devorim (wronging someone with
words). What is onas devorim? Remind-
ing someone of their past sins can cause
them pain. In our story, Yossie was caus-
ing Yitzy pain by reminding him of the
time he pushed him. That is onas
devorim. “Where did you buy that?”
“How much did you pay?” These ques-

Its My Money!!

_Rabbl Katz! | have wonderful news!”
“It is a pleasure to see you so happy, Mr.

Green. What is your
news?”
“l  just inherited a

significant sum of
money. Now |
can do some of
the things that 1|

have been
dreaming about for
years.”

“l am so happy for you.
May Hashem continue
to bless you.”

“B’ezras Hashem | am going
to buy a piece of land in Eretz Yisrael and
plant a farm.”

“Mr. Green, that is a wonderful idea. Are
you familiar with the laws of the Shmitta
year (Vayikra 25:1-8)? You will not be
able to plant and sow that farm during
the Sabbatical year. You must also be
careful to observe the halachos of trumos,
maaseros, leket, shichacha, peah, kilayim,
and orlah.”

“l see. | need to learn more. Farming in
Eretz Yisrael is not so simple. | have an-
other idea. | can invest my money in an-
other dream of mine . . . a business. |
know a supplier of a unique gadget. | can
buy it very cheap. Since it is unique, | can
charge a very high price for it and make a
huge profit. I'll be a multi-millionaire in
no time.”

“Mr. Green, | have some other news for

you. There is another Torah law called
onaah (over-charging for goods) that you
must be concerned about. The Torah
allows you to make a fair profit on your
merchandise. More than that is forbidden
(Vayikra 25:14).”
“l see. I'm not discouraged, Rabbi Katz.
Believe it or not, | have another plan. |
can lend money to needy Jews. | can help
them get beck on their feet, financially.
And, | can charge a much lower interest
rate than the bank.”
“Mr. Green . .."
“More news Rabbi?”
“I'm afraid so. The Torah does not allow
any percentage interest whatsoever on
loans between two Jews. (Vayikra
25:36). You may lend all of the money
that you want. But you may not charge
interest.”
“Rabbi, this is getting frustrating. | can’t
farm whenever | want. | can’t charge the
price that | want for my goods. | can’t
collect even a minimal interest on loans.
What can | do??? It’s my money!!! Why
can’t | do what | want with my
money???”
“Mr. Green, you are 100% correct. It is
your money.
However,
your money,
like every-
thing else that
Hashem
sends you is
a test.”
“What is the
test?”
“Wiill you use
the money in
accordance with the Torah laws? Will you
use it to do mitzvos? Will you avoid any
aveyros (sins) having to do with business
matters?”
“l see, Rabbi Katz. | never thought of it
like that.”
“Mr. Green, the Torah permits certain
foods, and forbids others. So too, it per-
mits certain business matters and forbids
others.”
“Rabbi Katz, what is the best thing that |
can do with my money?”
“Come, Mr. Green. I'll tell you how to
make a big profit.”
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Money is a test. A whole section of Shul-
chan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat) is devoted
to money matters. Always remember that
Hashem gave you that money. What does
He want you to do with it? Fulfill His
\mitzvos. i)
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