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The Personal
Connection

“~
An argument that is for the sake of

Heaven (li’shaim Shomayim) will always
be valid. And one that is not for the sake
of Heaven will ultimately be shown to be
invalid. Which argument is for the sake of
Heaven? The argument(s) of Hillel and
Shammai. Which argument is not for the
sake of Heaven? The argument of Korach
and his followers” (Pirkei Avos 5:20).

_Dsagreements are a part of life. Two

chavrusas (study partners) disagree about
p’shat (basic meaning) of the Gemora. A
husband and wife disagree about which
color to paint the walls of the house.
Neighbors disagree about renovations in
the apartment building. Sisters disagree
about wearing a skirt that fits them both.
A family cannot agree on where to
go for a tiyul (outing). The
challenge is how do we resolve
these differences? The resolu-
tion begins with motivation.
The Mishna teaches us that
“li'shaim Shomayim™ is the right
motivation, and the argument is valid.
“Aino li'shaim Shomayim™ is the wrong
motivation resulting in an invalid
argument.

ﬂe commentary of Rav Ovadiah Mi-

Bartenura on Pirkei Avos explains the
difference between the two motivations.
The person who disagrees “li’shaim
Shomayim” is interested in coming to the
emmes. He understands that his opinion is
the correct one. Therefore, he wishes that
the emmes should be carried out. If he is
shown to be wrong, he will gladly con-
cede, because he realizes that his point of
view was not the emmes. Contrast this
with the one whose motivation is “aino
li’'shaim Shomayim.” He is interested in
power or satisfying his desires. He will
not give in (unless he can gain more in
the future by conceding now) because
that contradicts his goal. His opinion,
although it may incidentally be true, is
based upon his own selfish motivation.

.lf- the disagreement of the chavrusas

about p’shat in the Gemora is “li’shaim
Shomayim,” they will ultimately agree
when they come to the emmes. If the
disagreement of the husband and wife
about house painting is  “li’'shaim
Shomayim,” they will ultimately com-

promise when they realize that it is not
worth sustaining a long-term argument
about such a matter. The same is true
about the neighbors, sisters, and family
tiyul. However, if these arguing parties
are “aino li'shaim Shomayim™ they will
stubbornly stick to their opinions and
cause countless problems.

H<;w bad is machlokes? Terrible. The

Torah brings several reasons. The
Medrash (Tanchuma Korach 8) teaches us
that four types of people are called re-
shayim (evil). One of them is a baal
machlokes. Hashem wipes out the mem-
ory of one who assists a machlokes, as the
verse states, “A fire came out from
Hashem and consumed the two hundred

and fifty men who were
offering the
in- cense”

Korach’s

(Bamidbar  16:35).
horrible punishment reflects how serious
his crime was. The Heavenly Beis Din
(Court) only punishes offenders over the
age of twenty. In addition, the Beis Din
(Rabbinical Court) in this world only pun-
ishes criminals over the age of thirteen.
However, in the machlokes of Korach,
the earth swallowed up one-day-old in-
fants. As the verse states, “Their women,
children and babies . . . they and all that
was theirs descended alive to the pit”
(Bamidbar 16:27,33).

Hc;w do you spell machlokes? The

Medrash Rabba (Bamidbar 18:12) relates
five points, one for each letter of the
word machlokes, that show how dreadful
an argument really is. “Mem” is for
makko (a beating). “Ches” is for charon
(wrath). “Lamed” is for likuy (stricken).
“Kuf” is for kellalah (a curse). “Taf” is for
toeivah (abomination). Argument brings
beating, anger, plague, curse, and abomi-
nation upon a person.

i’hy is machlokes so terrible? On the

simplest level, machlokes breaks the con-
nections between people. One of the
pillars that hold up the world is gemilus
chassodim - performing acts of kindness.
Each act of kindness forges a connection
between people. You helped me, there-
fore | feel gratitude towards you, | like
you, | respect you, and | try to recipro-
cate the kindness. How wonderful it is to
be connected to people! This creates
peace and security. Machlokes breaks the
connections. The Targum Unkelos states
that Korach separated himself from
Moshe Rabbeinu and ultimately from Kilal
Yisrael. The disagreement was not resolv-
able; therefore, it created an irreparable
rift. The divisiveness goes even deeper
than that. The Malbim explains that even
the baalei machlokes who are on the
same side disagree amongst themselves.
They destroy their own connections with
their own people. Why? Because each
one is really only interested in himself
and his own honor.

ﬂerefore, do not think that it

is harmless to be stubborn in

your daily disagreements in life.

The Torah warns against this
when it says, “Do not be like
Korach and his congregation”
(Bamidbar 17:5). Do not sustain a
machlokes! The Chofetz Chaim counts
this as a negative commandment, citing
the Gemora (Sanhedrin 110a). One
machlokes leads to another, and before
long, the person acquires the bad middah
of being argumentative. This will ulti-
mately harm almost all of his relationships
with people and degrade the quality of
his life, and those around him. That is a
crying shame. That is why machlokes is so
bad. It ruins a person’s life.

(Kinderlach e

Everyone wants to feel the warmth of lov-
ing relationships. They want to be con-
nected to their family members, friends,
neighbors, and schoolmates. They are
peaceful, relaxed, and happy with the peo-
ple around them. What a wonderful lifel
Machlokes ruins all of that. The person is
interested in himself and his interests. There-
fore, when ordinary conflicts arise, he re-
fuses to give in. He does not honor the
other person or his wishes. Instead of com-
promising and promoting harmony, he
separates himself. He breaks off the rela-
tionship. He is now uncomfortable with the
person. His heart hurts over the loss. How
terrible! That is what machlokes does to a

\ person. Avoid it at all costs.

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1023#



2339 Pmass

NS5 [YSse

S M,oNN2 X .NSYm My 15 2N P - non Sy PTn
...0901 DM, 0N :DAM-"12 NIPIN DA YD NNTRN NP
.(A"2 "2 ,1"0 12TNA) "NYIXY 0N DND WX 501 0N 1M
WXRID 'MP1YNR' NYMn DX X1p (2™ ,N™ 12TN1) X2 TN
-M,0%p = "p ,[N2NN] P =5 N ='N ,Ndn - 'n :maMm
N2%5p ,M9n ,0YD ,NIdN DTRN YV MX2N Nip1oNn .Navin
N2VIN YN

N NOISON NNN2 NPpIoNN2 1D 90 V1 D¥ya NNl
el DNOYY DTRyNR TNXR .O'WIX 2 NT91 Dpionnn
.DTX M2 12 PR Y TON Nwyn 9D .ToNN TNy XN D2Wn
DN ,NTIN 20 11'99D DN DN ,0MNNKD DMNY 12NIX DX
N1V TNND D'0IN DA 1INIX D720 ,1NIX DN
¥ QTN IDWAR 2 N2 Ry 210 Nnd
DIYPAIX DIAN :NADON NP1ZNNN NV DYy
P 191001 1720 NN Yy A2'9 NMIpY NIX
APMD AWOX NN XD LOXN Dyn 1T
NM MO VI N 1071 1 nponn
PINMM ToN IO
N Ty Dy 0N
D™1%nn .08y
"Yya 2pay X
DX 1998 ,Np1oNn
T8 XN DN
DI'X ,Nponna
Dra DDonY DO
nx 0D'OpYpn 0N .0nky 1M
.Dny "M Dy DnbY DMPpN
P NNXQ Mvn TNX D D 201N
JPNN 1TINDQ1 1N¥YA

MYpY2 MAWN PR 2N 1219 DX ,NKT 9D XD
NINIX2 DT 12T 910 MR NTNm NINN .0Mr-0r 0'NoMa
Mip2Nn pmn X .('N ™ 12TNa) "INTYo1 NMpD A X
X7NaN MQT D02 HY ,NPVYN XD NN¥ND NXT 1910 O™N YONN
NINNQ ,poNn My MTHom migibnn L(X'Y P 1MTNI0)
NN — NN S NN NTNRN DR YYD PO DTRN
D™NN MO 152 D'ON'N NIDyN 921 X9 DX 21N NNAoN
DX 12X .52N NND .DK99 DT - 1220 D'WARND Sen — DY
NX NDMN XN .Y DD 1272 NN NpiNn it 10 DX

ID"NN

125 DR N2 0817 D210 120X DIN £°A7712 0817 D212
0817 0212 .0NX O TI2127 DwIX21 DO 2 ,0'12N1 2, NS0
DN 12X .02°20K DWIXN OV D'NAYI D2 00127 £°A7702

DTXA OX .1 92 X DINN2 1212V N2120A0 X 101772
,N/20 NADDN-'X K WD 1,10 0'DI18A] 1A%V )IA
DI2A2 .PNII8Y DX D21 DX T2/ X2 XI7 0112 2702 Xii
X7 .07INXD 18V 797 X7 ,INX1 INASK 1821 ONN2
2V AXIT 122 .21 OV M2 272 X2 XIN NV .02 2N
1PNNN .OWANS DAY I2120A0K 1A A IX12 122 ) T2IX0
IwXn 122 1320

~
B s L >l Ly

danip-linain il SPhl

X0 ,ON%0] DMPpNND NDI0 DMy DYY XN Npibnn D2
X' OIX .O"PNNY NOI0 TR ,0"AY DY NIREA [V NHya
DY NI'REAN RN D50 Nonn 1,0y DS XNy N,onn

("2 ,'n Max p19) "INTY 91 NMp NpYNn T, 0y

TN DTN DWAX WD .0TNNN PN N NV 1N
D' DDyd .XONa2 SN Sy DNONNN DN ,XNNaN2
DDY .NMN NN DX VIAYD WXTD yay Ak Dy DNonnn
M1 N'NX .™M22 D'WI9W Mya NNoonY VN Dwpnn
DX NNOYN 12 NS IMRNNN RSN 22%N M N
NX TYD XN NOXN.HM0% 10N NnooNY vanh Do
X¥INN NTIPI2 15N NPI%NNn M %X Nimbnn DA™
XN "Dy D' MR DTNYn nawnn .oy

S D910 1991, N12NN% N1D1 N9NNN NTIPA

nbSya XN - D"pnnd D Npibnn

XN "Dy DpH Nrken" 0w

,N2109  NYNNN N
XN D% NRYNINN
Xow nmonn
Py [, TVS D"pNN
7Yy Non XN
.NNYYYYD

X072N TV 1N
max P9 Sy wnnoa
MY Ay 2TaNn DX Mon
N Sy PNy DX .NPNNNN MMpa
12N XN NNKD VAN Mvn Dy DeH
MYyTY DY XN Q299 ,NN0IN XN NyTY
,ANNE2 D2 DT XN ,NVI0 XN/ 19 IR DX .52pNN
T2 .NNRD NN XD 19 0aNN NTIPAY AN XN N
™Iyn X0 "Mn 0™y DY DRI N5NNNN NPy ' oo
XIN 1D DX XOX) NI XD XN MY 21902 1K 1N1D NYY9N2
D2 .'NNLA NX YD NN Mo, (VAD 1Minmn My vy
S5 NYNNN NP SV NDDIAN XN ,NN101 NN MY 1NYT DX
.T252 Nrnix

npI’NNM ,Xx7Na2 LS Y DN D'NONNA. NINN2NYD
NNDON? W2 DN 12T S 19102 N, 0"y DY/ XN DN
NYXY Y2 2 MDD DX INKRN DX TN VAN 1Oy R0
AWKD MO W2 0N 0"y O/ XN N NNp vay by
D2-92 M X Sy ar IkD MDY 0YpPY DY0 PR 10
OX X . NNOwnNN S1r0Mm NMNX DD "% D2 101 12T
MYpYya 1paAT DN 0" DS NXT D'R1Y DX D'NONNNN

Y2 MOO-RY 1M DNV T2

222 DI NND XN NNINNT LRI DR 02T XN N;onn
D'WIX A0 NYV2AIXRY 1IMR TN%n (‘N NI XmNan) paTnn
N2 NX NN 'N."Mx%Nn Sy2" X0 DN TRX DWW D'RAP)
XN NXY X" ,P109N TNIXKY 9D ,N1PNnY y"ony DX S
727TN2) "MMVPN "Mpn R DTNXAT DNN DX DOXRM N
A0 XUNN NTNIN DX Opwn NMp 52 X way (A" "0
n1,N%YN DY 2N P D'RUIN 2ryn Nbyn SY TN N

02 585 2216 :70%7 Maa? w» N7yn 27y %21 < 1ann? mMnmp Mot Y2



	05Korach 2018.pdf
	05Korach heb 2018

