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The Reward

“
Slchie, can | help you with you load?”

“Sure, Doni.”

“What are you carrying here?”

“Well, | have a shofar and a lulav in this
bag. | have some matza and tefillin in the
other bag. Now, in this hand | have tzitzis
and some wine for Kiddush. | have a Me-
gilla behind my back, and a bris mila
knife in my pocket, along with some
money to give to tsedaka.”

“Wow! Where are you going with all of
these things, and what are you going to
do when you get there?”

“l am going to the Beis HaMedrash to
learn Torah.”

“Pardon me for asking, but you have a
lot of mitzvah items
with you. Why do you
need to take them
with you when you
learn Torah.”

“l don’t really need
them to learn, Doni.
They are just a
reminder.”

“Now you really have
my curiosity going.
What do all of these
things remind you of?”
“That the reward for
learning Torah is equal
to all of the other
mitzvos combined.”

“l see. You are very
clever, Suchie.”

“l just don’t want to
forget the importance
of learning Torah.”
The parasha speaks
about the punishment for worshipping
Baal Peor. A plague broke out among the
Jewish people killing 24,000 people. A
census was taken afterward, tribe by
tribe. The fifth tribe counted was Yissa-
char. The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh relates
that the name “Yissachar” is a combina-
tion of the words “yesh schar” (there is a
reward). The gematria (numerical equiva-
lent) of “yesh” is 310. The members of
the tribe of Yissachar were all very
learned in Torah. Their reward is stated in
the very last Mishna in Shas (Uktzin 3:12).
“In the future Hashem will maintain 310
worlds for each tzaddik.” The Bartenura
explains that the tzaddik receives this
reward because he learned and kept all of
these Mishnayos. That is the great reward
for learning Torah.
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\one minute?

Every mitzvah has wonderful reward.
However, one mitzvah outweighs all of
the others. Learning Torah. Try to imagine
putting on tefillin, making Kiddush, eating
matza, sitting in the sukkah, giving tse-
daka, saying Shema, and doing all of the
other mitzvos in the Torah at the same
time. What a reward! With each word of
Torah that you learn, you receive that
reward. Mind boggling. 310 worlds await
you. How can you even think of wasting

A Big Sacrifice

j;or on the Seventeenth of Tammuz,

the Korbon Tomid
ceased.”

“For on the
Seventeenth of
Tammuz, the
Korbonos Olah and
Zevach ceased.”

“For on the
Seventeenth of

Tammuz, the service of
the Korbonos ceased.”
We recited these words
during the selichos on
the Seventeenth of
Tammuz. It was indeed
a dark day in Jewish
history. A day which
marked the end of the
Korbonos and their
Temple service. Of
what value were the
Korbonos? What did

we lose?

ﬂe Medrash Rabba (Pinchas 21:21)

relates that there was never a man in
Yerushalayim with a sin in his hand. How
could this be? The morning Tomid would
atone for sins of the night. The late after-
noon Tomid would atone for sins of the
day. How wonderful! A life without sin!
The Korbon Todah was a means of ex-
pressing our thanks to Hashem. Every
Yom Tov was celebrated with Korbonos.
The chagiga and reiya are two examples.
Korbonos made it possible to be a nozir.
The Parah Aduma allowed us to be tahor.
Over 170 of the 613 mitzvos are con-
nected to korbonos. Life in the times of
the Beis HaMikdash was on a different
spiritual plane.
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We have no Korbonos. So much has been
lost. Yet, there is hope. We do have a sub-
stitute. The verse states, “vi’nashalma
parim sifaseinu™ (and we will repay with
the oxen of our lips) [Hoshea 14:3]. Our
sages darshen this to mean that words of
tefillah and learning about korbonos serve
in place of the actual sacrifices. Our
prayers serve as Korbonos. Specifically the
recitation of the Korbons themselves. It
just takes a few extra minutes before the
shacharis (morning) and mincha (after-
noon) prayers. Say the korbonos. Learn
about them and understand them. New
worlds will open up to you. Your life will
\be richer. Sacrifice the time for sacrifices. y

Independent Spirit

Hshem said to Moshe, ‘Take to

yourself Yehoshua Ben Nun, a man in
whom there is spirit, and lean your hand
upon him’” (Bamidbar 27:18). The
Ha’amek Davar explains that this was a
tremendous pleasure for Moshe Rabbe-
inu. Yehoshua was his main talmid (stu-
dent), who was beloved to him like a
son. Now he was passing the crown of
leadership over to him.

Khoshua is described as “a man in

whom there is spirit”. The Ha’amek Da-
var relates that the spirit was the knowl-
edge to stand alone. He was not drawn
after his own person bias or the wishes of
others. Rather, he stood fast on the truth.
We see that the ten spies opposed him,
and they rallied the people to their camp.
Yet he would not be drawn after them.
This was one of the qualities that earned
him the position as Moshe’s successor, the
leader of Klal Yisrael.
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“Hey guys, did you see this fancy new
electronic gizmo that | got? Look at the
fancy lights, pictures and sounds. And it
fits right into the palm of my hand.”
“Wow, that’s really neat. Can | see it? Can
I play with it?” Everyone crowded around
the boy with the new gadget. Everyone
except . . . Yehoshua. “Hey Shuie, don’t
you want to see this gizmo?” “Not really.
I’'m not interested in those hi-tech gadgets.
They are a big waste of time and distract
me from learning Torah.” “But Shuie, eve-
rybody has one.” “Wrong, Benny. | don’t
have one.” “Come on Shuie. Join the
crowd.” “Not this time, Benny. I’'m going
to be like my namesake, Yehoshua Ben
Nun. He would not be drawn into the

\ wrong thing and neither will I.”
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