Kinder Torah.

Parashas Vayetze

a

The Straight Book

Hashem looked into the Torah (the

blueprint) and created the world. Sefer
Bereshis, the beginning of the Torah, is
therefore the foundation of the world.
The Netziv, in his introduction to Sefer
Bereshis relates that our prophets refer to
this first book of the Torah as Sefer HaYa-
shar (The Straight Book). Why? The book
is about our Avos HaKedoshim (Holy
Forefathers), Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yaakov, and the spiritual paths that they
blazed in this world. They are the strong
pillars that form the basis of our spiritual
world. How did they lay down such a
strong foundation that has lasted for al-
most 4000 vyears? They were yashar
(straight). They behaved with impeccable
derech eretz (genuine respect and con-
cern) toward everyone, including those
who stood opposed to them. Lavan
sought to uproot the entire Jewish nation
by destroying Yaakov. Yet, Yaakov
treated Lavan with respect, even in anger.
There can be no greater spiritual oppo-
nents to Avraham Avinu then the people
of Sdom. His whole life was kindness and
giving, while they were mired in cruelty
and taking. Yet, Avraham pleaded with
Hashem to save their lives. He was ya-
shar.

This is the quality that Avraham, Yitz-

chak, and Yaakov used to build the
world. When we behave with yashrus,
the world stands. The generation that saw
the destruction of the second Beis
HaMikdash excelled in their performance
of mitzvos bein-adam-limakom. How-
ever, they were not yashar. They mis-
trusted each other and harbored hatred in
their hearts. Hashem has no use for such
false tsaddikim. Therefore, He destroyed
the Beis HaMikdash. It can only be rebuilt
(speedily in our days) when this problem
is corrected.

{ Kinderlach . . .

i It certainly is good to behave nicely to

i people. But if I don’t, so what? Am I really }

i doing anything wrong? The Netziv ex- ;

i plains that derech eretz is the foundation

: of the world. Without genuine concern

and respect for people, the world cannot

i stand. When you treat people properly,

you are building up this world. Beautiful  :

majestic mountains, lush forests, deep blue :

i seas, fertile plains and valleys, they are all

i yours. Be nice. The world stands on it.
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What’s In It For Me?

(1
Hi Jake, how are you doing?”

“Hi guys. Just fine. What’s up?”

“We're on our way up to the school’s
library to help move and cover the books.
They are going to paint the room and they
need lots of help. Do you want to come?”
“Are they paying you anything to help?”
“Well, we never asked. | don’t think so.”
“Are they giving you free food?”

“We didn’t ask about that either. We just
wanted to help out.”

“Are they at least putting the names of
the volunteers on the bulletin board so
everyone can see who they are?”

(14
She should expose the plot. After all,

she must worry about herself. She has her
future to think about. Why should she
give up a husband like Yaakov? What's in
it for her?”

“That is one way of looking at it. I'll tell
you what’s in it for her. She saves Leah
from embarrassment. Our sages tell us
that it is better to be thrown into a fiery
furnace than to embarrass someone.
More importantly, she masters the art of
self-sacrifice and giving to other people.”
“That sounds interesting. Can you tell me
about it?”

44
Jake, there are two ways that we

“Guess what. We didn’t ask can relate to people. One is,
about that either.” ‘What can | get from
“Well, guys have a them?” The second
good time.” way is, ‘What can | give

“Does that mean that
you are not com-
ing?”

“Why  should |
come? They are
not giving you
any money,
food, or recognition. What’s in
it for me?”

“What’s in it for you, Jake?”
“That’s right. What’s in it for me?”

“Do you mind if | answer your question
with a little story?”

“Sure. | love stories.”

(1
Yaakov Avinu goes to the home of

his uncle Lavan to find refuge from Eisav
and to look for a wife. He meets Rachel,
Lavan’s daughter, and the two decide to
marry. He asks Lavan for his daughter’s
hand in marriage, and Lavan replies that
he must work for seven years in order to
marry Rachel. The time flies by, due to
Yaakov’s great love for Rachel. As the
wedding day approaches, Rachel senses
trouble. She knows that her father is a
trickster, and may try to give her sister
Leah to Yaakov as a bride. She makes up
secret signals with Yaakov, so that he can
identify her as the true bride. The wed-
ding night arrives, and sure enough, La-
van comes to get Leah. Rachel is on the
spot. Should she let Leah go without giv-
ing her the secret signals? Then Lavan’s
devious plot will be exposed. But what
about poor Leah? She will be so embar-
rassed — an unwanted bride. What a hu-
miliation. Of course, she should give her
the signals. But what about Rachel? She is
finished. She will never marry her be-
loved Yaakov. She may even marry his
cruel brother Eisav. What should she do?
What do you say Jake?”

to them? The one
who always looks at
people the first way
will never be truly
happy or fulfilled.

He is always
looking to get
something. His wants will

never be satisfied, because he
can never have everything.
Additionally, he will dislike people who
do not give him what he wants. People
will not like him because they know that
he only wants to take from them.”

“That sounds pretty miserable.”

“It is. The giver, on the other hand, is a
truly happy person. He is happy with what
he has because he is not always looking to
get things. He only wants to help people.
By giving to people, he grows to love
them. And they grow close to him.”
“What a beautiful thought.”

“Jake, it is reality. “What’s in it for me’ is
a good question. Helping others without
pay or recognition is the best thing that
you can do for yourself. You get much
more than just a little money, honor, or a
free meal. You get true happiness and
good relationships with people. That’s
what’s in it for you.”

“Where’s the library? I'm on my way to
help. Helping others in the best thing for
me.”

i Kinderlach . . .

: Selflessly helping others is the mitzvah of
i gemilus chasodim. This mitzvah is re- :
i warded both in this world and in the next. }
It is one of the three pillars upon which

i the world stands. It is the foundation of
: the entire Torah and the hallmark of the
i Jewish people. Help other people. There is
i alotin it for you . .. and everyone. :
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