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Recognize The
Miracle

The Gemora (Shabbos 21b) records a

famous dispute between Beis Shammai
and Beis Hillel concerning how many
Chanukah candles to light each night. Beis
Hillel light as we do, one candle the first
night, adding one each successive night
until reaching eight on the final night. Beis
Shammai light eight the first night, dimin-
ishing one each night until left with one
the last night. Rav Eliyahu Dessler ex-
plains the reason behind the dispute. The
two sides have different opinions about
whether a person’s performance of the
mitzvos of Chanukah is superficial or
more deeply rooted. When one looks at
the holiday superficially, he is most ex-
cited in the beginning. Then as the eight
days of Chanukah continue, his excite-
ment diminishes as he becomes accus-
tomed to the holiday. That is the view of
Beis Shammai. Beis Hillel, on the other
hand, relates to a deeper performance of
the mitzvos. One who serves Hashem
with all of his heart and soul is constantly
striving to get closer to Him. Each day of
the holiday, he probes for a new insight,
a deeper understanding, and a better
appreciation of the miracles. This person
finds his happiness increasing daily as he
grows in his Avodas Hashem (service to
Hashem). He begins with one candle the
first day, and adds one each day, symbol-
izing his increasing happiness with each
passing day of Chanukah.

! Kinderlach . . . :

i We light the Chanukah menorah accord-

i ing to the view of Beis Hillel, increasing

: the number of candles each day. This

i shows that our happiness increases each  :

! day. How can we increase our happiness? :

: By following Rav Dessler’s interpretation  :

i of Beis Hillel. Learn something new about :

i Chanukah each day. Share it with Abba

: and Imma at candle lighting time. Each

: day you will have a new insight and a

: new appreciation of the miracles of Cha- :

i nukah. What could be happier than that? :

Provisions for the
Journey

Pharaoh’s dreams foretold seven years

of plenty in Mitzraim, followed by seven
years of famine. What was Yosef’s advice?
“Let Pharaoh appoint overseers on the
land and work quickly during the seven
plentiful years. Gather all the food during
the upcoming good years and store it
under Pharaoh’s authority” (Bereshis
41:34-36). The people of Mitzraim had
seven years of famine ahead of them;
therefore, they had to store up provisions
while they were able.

This cycle of gathering for a future time
when there will be no provisions is simi-

lar, in a certain sense, to a person’s stay in
this world. Now are the “years of
plenty”. Now is the time when mitzvos
are readily available. When we move on
to the next world, we will be able to
enjoy the fruits of our labors. However,
there will be no more mitzvos to gather.

The Gemora (Kesuvos 67b) relates a

compelling story about
Mar Ukva. He was at the
very end of his life. What
did he ask for? His tsedaka
records. They were
brought to him; he
examined them and saw
that he had given 7000
dinrei sianki — quite a
respectable sum of money
— to tsedaka. However, he
was concerned. “The provisions are small,
and the road is long,” he said. Perhaps he
did not have enough mitzvos for the long
journey in Olam Habbo. He arose and gave
half of his money to tsedaka. He knew that
now is the time to gather mitzvos. Later will
be too late.

Klnderlach
i We should all live to the nice ripe old age

E of 120. That seems like a long time. It is.
i However, 200 years is longer than 120.
: Can you imagine living 500 years? A thou-
i sand years is called millennia. Three thou-
E sand eight hundred years ago was Matan

: Torah. That was a very long time ago. The

i whole world is 5765 years old. That is all of :
i time, as we know it. However, it is nothing :
: compared to eternity. Olam Habbo is for-
: ever. That is a very, very, very long time.

: This is what Mar Ukva meant when he said,
“The road is long The mitzvos that we
gather here give us unbelievable pleasure

5 over there - forever and ever. Once we :
i arrive there, we can no longer gather mitz- :
: vos. Our time here is short, compared to
i eternity. Use your time wisely. Store up as
i many provisions as you can for the long
%, road ahead.

Only Pure Oil

The miracle of Chanukah: one flask of

pure oil, normally just enough for one
day, burned eight days. Rav Moshe Fein-
stein asks (in the name of the Re’ame) the
following question. Hashem does not like
(so to speak) to perform miracles. Since
the entire congregation was tomei (im-
pure), it was permissible to light the me-
norah with tomei oil. Why then did
Hashem perform a miracle, making the
tahor (pure) oil burn, when the tomei oil
could have been burned in its place? The
answer to this question begins in the very
beginning of the Torah.

13
There was darkness on the face of the

deep” (Bereshis 1:2). The Medrash ex-
plains that darkness was the golus (exile)
of Yavan (Greece), who darkened the
eyes of Klal Yisrael with their gezeiros
(decrees against the mitzvos) [Bereshis

: Kmderlach :
i The miracle of Chanukah is an inspiration :
: to all of us. We have the power to push  :
! away the darkness that surrounds us. Our &
: Torah learning, mitzvos, and acts of Rind- :
: ness can light up the world. However, we :
i must guard their purity. What we see, :
i hear, read, and say must be tahor, with-

i out even a trace of tumah. Be on the :
lookout for books, magazines, music, and :
: electronic gadgets that contain improper
: material. Guard your mouth to say only

i words of purity. Keep yourself as pure as
: the oil. B'ezrat Hashem Rinderlach, your
: light will shine forever.

Rabba 2:4]. What darkness did Yavan
bring? The ancient Greeks are usually
regarded as an “enlightened” society,
excelling in architecture, philosophy, and
sport. However, their field of vision was
limited. They saw nothing Divine in the
creation. Klal Yisrael’s service to Hashem
disturbed their illusion that man was the
greatest power. Therefore, they set out to
force Hashem out of the picture.

They outlawed the

observance of Shabbos,
Bris Milah, and Kiddush

Ha’chodesh. Shabbos
testifies that Hashem
created the world.
Kiddush Ha’chodesh

demonstrates holiness in
time. Bris Milah shows
that our bodies are to be used for serving
the Almighty. These three mitzvos exem-
plify Hashem’s presence in the world,
therefore the Yevanim wanted to stamp
them out. They entered the Beis HaMik-
dash, plundered it, and defiled its purity.

Their rule spread spiritual darkness

throughout the land of Israel. Most Jews
became Misyavnim (Hellenists), joining
the Greek way of thinking. Loyal Jews
were afraid to protest, until there Matti-
syahu and his sons arose. These twelve
Chashmonayim stood up for the honor of
Hashem and His Torah. They began a
revolt, which eventually led to the over-
throw of Greek rule in the Holy Land.
They expelled all of the evil and bright-
ened the darkness. They purified the Beis
HaMikdash and lit the menorah.

Rav Moshe explains that they could not

be lenient and allow the use of tomei oil
at such a time, when evil forces sought to
destroy the holiness of our nation. This
small amount of oil was the beginning of
a new era of purity and holiness. The
spiritual light of the menorah would shine
for millennia. Therefore, only the purest
oil could be used. Never mind that it was
small in quantity. Mattisyahu and his sons
were also small in quantity, yet the suc-
ceeded in spreading great light in the
darkness. Why? Because they were abso-
lutely pure in quality. So too the pure oil,
spread, and continues to spread spiritual
light throughout Klal Yisrael.
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