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Zachor!
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Is there a special maftir this week,
Abba?”
“Yes, Avi. Parashas Zachor.”
“Zachor means remember, doesn’t it,
Abba?”
“Yes, Avi. We must remember what

Amalek did to us.”

“What did he do, Abba?”

“Amalek is the personification of evil,
Avi. His entire purpose in this world is to
turn people away from Hashem. He tries
to show them that Hashem does not exist
cholila (Heaven forbid) or does not care
about us. He first attacked Klal Yisrael
when we left Mitzrayim, shortly after
Kriyas Yam Suf. The entire world was
terrified of Hashem and His chosen peo-
ple. Amalek jumped in with tremendous
chutzpah, attacked us, and showed the
world that we were not invincible. By
doing this he lowered the world’s yiras
(fear of) Hashem.”

“That is horrible!”
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i This is the second of the four parshios which
prepare us for Pesach. Two weeks ago,
parashas shekalim, we worked on dedicat-

i ing all of our gashmius (material possessions)

i to Hashem. This week we work on hating
i the evil of Chilul Hashem and uprooting it
i from our lives. Do not do anything that
would make people look down upon

1 Hashem or His mitzvos. Act nicely towards

people, with tremendous kovod (honor) and
derech eretz (respect). Value the mitzvos and

: perform them carefully and properly. Fear
Hashem and distance yourself from any

: aveyra (sin). This is how we wipe out

i‘ Amalek, Rinderlach. Zachor!

True Beauty

Esther was 'yifas toar vi'tovas mareh"

(very beautiful in appearance), (Megillas
Esther 2:7). The Vilna Gaon in his commen-

tary on the Megillah explains that yifas toar

means her mitzvos, and tovas mareh means

“Yes, Avi. Therefore, We ..casssssssssasssssasssssss her middos tovos (good
were given a mitzvah in the . character traits.) He
Torah, at the end of (r( L i". elaborates that the
parashas Ki Seitze, to LELGL LLN appearance of the person is a

I

remember this terrible thing
that Amalek did. We fulfill
that mitzvah by reading that
parasha for this week’s
maftir.”

“Why do we read it this
week, Abba.”

“Because this is the week
before Purim, Avi. Haman
was a descendant of
Amalek. Like his forefathers,
he tried to wipe out Klal
Yisrael and disgrace

reflection of their heart. One
who has good middos is
called beautiful. A good heart
is the source of all good
middos, as the Mishna says in
Pirkei Avos (2:9). Later the
Megilla (verse 2:15) tells us
that Esther found favor in the
eyes of all who saw her. The
Vilna Gaon writes that she
was constantly distressed,

Achashverosh. This anguish

Hashem’s Holy Name. We
remember Amalek at the
time when we rejoice over

caused her skin to turn green.
A woman with green skin is
usually not very pretty. Even

his defeat.”

“What about nowadays, Abba? Who is
Amalek? Where is he?”

“He is still here with us, Avi. Rav Zeidel
Epstein shares an insight into Parashas
Zachor. Amalek, whose entire purpose in
this world is to disgrace Hashem, is the
personification of evil. We must hate him
and the evil that he brings into this world.
Chilul Hashem is revolting! We detest it!
We run far away from it! We uproot it
from our lives! That is how we remember
Amalek. We recognize him in all of his
forms, and we stamp him out of our
lives.”

“I’'m ready Abba . . . Zachor!”

Esther's inner beauty was able to overcome
her physical appearance and she found fa-
vor in everyone's eyes. From here, we learn
what true beauty is.
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We certainly must take care of our appear-

: ance. We should not be dirty or sloppily

i dressed. Our clothes should be neat and

i clean and our hair combed. However, our
: clothes and our outward appearance are

i not the real beauty. Our good heart and

1 good middos (character traits) are what
make us genuinely beautiful. If we truly

i want to be beautiful children, we should

.,
.,

having been forced to marry

so, Vilna Gaon explains that
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¢ not spend our time in front of the mirror

CO
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perfecting our clothes and our physical

: : appearance. We should rather put our
i i efforts into perfecting our middos. :

“Poor” Chance

(1
Who is going into the shower first?

Hmmm. | see that we have no volun-
teers. Okay, let’s draw lots. Everyone pick
a straw. The one with the shortest straw
goes in first.”

“Abba are these that same kind of lots
that Haman drew?”

“Not exactly Shimi, but it’s the same
idea.”

“Abba, | have a question. All of the other
holidays are named after an important
part of the event. Pesach is named after
the Korbon Pesach (Pesach sacrifice). Suc-
cos is named after the Sukkah that we live
in during the holiday. Why is Purim
named after the pur, the lot that Haman
used to determine the date of his evil
decree? The pur is such a small detail.
“Shimi, Rav Chaim Friedlander answers
your question. Drawing lots is one way to
make a decision. Haman and his nation,
Amalek, do not believe that Hashem runs
the world. They ‘cooled off’ the fear that
the nations had of Hashem and the Jew-
ish people (Devarim 25:18). The word for
‘cooled off’ karah, also means ‘happen’.
That is Amalek’s view of the world.
Things just happen. Drawing lots is letting
‘luck’ determine the outcome of things.
Our view stands diametrically opposed to
Amalek’s. We know that Hashem guides
all events. We also used a lottery when
dividing the land of Israel among the
tribes in the times of Yehoshua (Bamidbar
33:54). The lottery revealed Hashem’s
will that each family got the plot of land
that was right for them. Shimi, the pur is
not an insignificant detail of the holiday.
It represents the essence of the difference
between Amalek and the Jewish people;
the difference between chance and hash-
gacha (Divine Guidance).”

i We know that Hashem is guiding the

events of our lives. We sometimes think

i things should be different. We had some

i bad luck. Better luck next time. After a
while we realize that what happened was

i actually the best possible thing. Let us all

i go around the table and think of some

: examples. We are doing our part to reveal }

i Hashem’s “hidden hand” and increase His
i Glory in this world.

LIRS

All rights reserved to the author < Please direct all inquiries concerning this publication to (02) 585-2216. #1062#



2339 M=o

n -

RIP™M DO

WX M 9 MY NN NDRE QN0 X19MN IRAN LR
722 DA N 2T .LMIPAX DY INNNNSY ANNDINY Divn piny
NIPX PP MY DY NEAX PP 19N NS ivn yasy
,X12MN0 JIXAN "0 NRTMNN .5HD 1T D %D N9 Navna
9D WA N NXYN XN MIKNN NNY9IN DY 122 MM9n on

2NN 91 1NN TINDS D910 12X IXON .M

. 0mp D’7b’ *
N2 112 DX .1I8NN 1V9IN02 ,77/\/75 oy 7_71/33
D21 N2 0D 1'7A2 .22 O'I220 IX D’Jbgibn
12NY9101 12°7A2 , X 22 OV .20/ - 121V 0'7770237
DN, 702100 11T 2100 1722 . NYAXD 010 DX nmg’nn
,1AX2 09 N2 0°817 12NIX DX .J1/AX2 097 " 11X owwn i

2T

"?NAX V12N TN 09N B DRN"

"0 NP9 . NMax "

"?XAX 1102 101D oD - ot

"1 Ny PONYY Nn DX M5 10y nMax o"

"?NAN ,NPY XN NN

P'NINY XN 0%1Y21N10N 9D . NMax ,mnna Yan Xin pony”
N ,N20N ,0"p 1K N DND MXIND NDIN XN .'Nn DWIX
ANXD DX 1102 PNy 0N%1 NO'MNNA AN'RN 1D NODX KO
NN N9 D2YN 92 .0 0 NYMIP INKD I8P A ,0MNN DX
JINIX PN ,NNAATD PRY N9Y¥IN PNy X .N2IN Dynn
72 51D DO NN DXWN DY DOWD RN

NXAN 212 12207 DX 120 112 OX 077!
IX VR/N2 1220 .11 00 12N1V9170 19w/
UDNITA N9 189X

LEOGLL LN

".0%v2 "N NXY S NTNN NNao)

"IX7M 1T

,NAMN2 NN¥N 122 NN 1207 nMax 0"
XN 12TN DX MDD ,X8N D NPN9 o2

mpm o Sy

TRY DX X NNOPNY IR D101 N
". PN XN TNX DD .52 991,210 .0"ATINN
29N 5720 N3 XN DM 2710 DRN XX
Rralaly

"7Va Dax s ,prTa XD

5V DM DANN XY DD .NOKY D pr KX
SV Mp NDON AN .VIINAN N PN NN DY

5V Mp D9 VTR NN M PN DN X
0NN "D N ONY SN MoN D
XN MON N DX SV199 XWINS O Arxa

"JUpP 12 YD LB

T DY NN DMTPN 1IN .PONY NYVY DM
".'09ND VIawn I N9 NP

"PNAN V12N XPNTINIK DR 12X T
NN NMAX DM 9% viawn i mon”
N¥Y XN, MMIXY NN phny vam i
X .0y DY 5507 DR DY NX NN
S5V DNy 11X XD pPOony DX DM
"1No9n

"?NIN 12N 7PNy 1N ?RAX ,Orn Np NN
5T 20N NMAX IR XD R8N TV XN
,PPNVY 10T NIZND DY IR 'S OO
oY 55n% NN 0%wa NTVYan nony
NN INIX 2YN2 11OV aMmnna yan N ,0mny
XIN DN 219N .0 021 Xan XNy vin

D'PNINN 12X hNMiX DR 12X 1Avinn 0T

S5V Ny D" AmS™oO o'n 2N et
22pP% NNX T XN S NYON NOXY
MY DMNN DX ,PPNY INNIX PN 0NN

X377 qmq;q

NX 0MD1 12X 1D 1NN Mk 0Mpw 12X hann
DM MY 922 MR DMDnN 1K .pony
mNN NIX

N2 NDION DY Yy M NI2I0 .NDON AP DY =

MY TNoN DX "MIP" 0N .02wN DX NN
Nonn Nx .(N™ ,N"D 0MAT) DX Dy 9N N 190 DnyH
D2 P19 WOX ,NMIN2 NY'91N XN 9D ,"p" Ik "Mph”
VYD DMAT .pOny S D%wN NOpwN N "mpn" woOn
2N IR NIPRN T2 NIXYINN NIXPN XN 92 NP9 .0Mp
DWW INIX .PONY S 1m U105 ND1DN 19 D7IWVN NOPYN
PON% T2 570 NwnNwN 1INIX 02 .0Mpnn 92 DX 1N Ny
N2 5N (7" ,2"2 12TNA) VNt A 00N 12 YIRN DX
NRNN NN NN NX N22p NN9YN S0 D N I8 NX
NX ¥ XIN NN S 2N NS 019 1R MON Y 0D
NIpn 2 572NN L Oxpr DY pony 2 STann NN

".NNawn?

. 0" o7
02N 1NIX DAY92 .1"N P10 22 NIX 7773/3 Y OWTr 1NIX
X270 OYO2 21X .12 727 X2 .NINX S0INN2 0D 0ATY i
N NPY DAY 077272 13N3X 147 /22 *INX 210 U1 7%
JN2I¥/2 2°20/2 220 AYVI IX12 .2 219 112 2100 J1/aX2
"NIN0IN 1T 1942 1220 X 0NN 12X JIXAAIT 22 100 G
.021Y2 N TIAD NX D2 TAD1 N bw 3

&

"IMDr ...XAN 10N X"
. DM 070
1INX TNIDRAK TII97 VAN 11272 70 D90 X0 I 19

oK/ XN 2V 11TV ,0'0pK N9 , O"WIAK 192 .[N1D92
X2 ST VAN . N2 112K D0 002370 22 T2
VN OX 127N DA 212°N 2K/ 7 VI DX NPY21,000 2107 :
1ANINA . TNNYAS! N5 Dwax Sy 2100 DN VA9w 1ATOW
1721 IINSAN DX 1WA .YIX 77721 TI222 ,0°%IX 1990 DI
22/2 02A8Y NX 2NN 71 NX X .AT9221 171570 )X

121208 .072 D727 22V 120 DX DN DX 72 .17V

o
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AR 0T

XA .('1,'2 ANOXR NDMAN) "NXIN N0 IXIN N9 NN INOX
S NMIYNN 19X - IXIN ND :1"20N 02NN Y o1 X151n
XN 2NN XN .N2I0N TR 19X - IXIN N21V ,NOX
DTN 15 250 S MOpnn NN DTXN S MMI¥NN NyoIiny
mTnn 923% Mpnn XN 210 2% .09 XIP1 N0 TR YYa
D091 .('VU ,'2) MAX P92 NIFNN NINIXE 1ND ,MAI0N
DD ''ya N NR¥A ONOXRY 19101 (1"0 1) NPANa D'XAN

02 585 2216 :70%7 Maa? w» N7yn 27y %21 < 1ann? mMnmp Mot Y2



	01Vayikra 2019.pdf
	01Vayikra heb 2019

