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I Can’t Remember

Try to imagine the scene. Rav Leib

Chasman depicts the drama of the mo-
ment in his sefer, “Ohr Yohel”. The Jew-
ish people had just emerged victorious
from a war with the Midianites. In their
hands were the spoils of war — gold, sil-
ver, copper, iron, tin, and lead vessels.
They wanted to use these items in their
homes. “How do we kasher these vessels
to use them for kosher food? Please tell
us, Moshe Rabbeinu, the teacher of
the Jewish nation. You stood
before Hashem on Har Sinai
for forty days and forty nights
and learned the entire Torah.
Please tell us how to kasher
these vessels.” Moshe Rab-
beinu was silent. He
could not remember the
halachos of kashering
vessels. His silence spoke

louder than words. What caused him to
forget? Being upset. The army had not
carried out their orders when fighting the
war. When Moshe Rabbeinu heard this,
he became upset. What are the conse-
quences of such a mistake? A person’s
wisdom is taken away from him. If
Moshe Rabbeinu lost his wisdom from a
lack of calmness, what about us? He be-
came upset only three times, and he it
was only over the honor of Hashem, not
his own honor. He learned Torah directly
from Hashem, and reviewed it four times
in holiness and purity. Still, he forgot.
What about us?

Kmderlach

: i Do you want to do well in your tests in

i school and cheder? Do you want to grow
up to be big talmidei chachomim? Then
you have to remember what you learn. To
: i do that you have to review it many times
until you know it well. You have to ask

: Hashem for siyata dishmaya (heavenly

i assistance). In addition, you have to guard

against anger. When you become upset,
1 you cannot think clearly. And you cannot

remember what you learned. You work so

: hard to learn and remember what you
i learn. What a shame to forget it.

Above Suspicion

The tribes of Reuven, Gad, and half of

Menashe preferred to settle on the east-
ern side of the Jordan River, rather then
in the land of Israel. Moshe Rabbeinu
granted their request, on the condition
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that they fight the battles of conquest of
the land of Israel, along with the rest of
the Jewish people. When the conquest
was complete, they could return to their
homes. “Then you shall be vindicated
from Hashem and from lIsrael” (Bamidbar
32:22). They would now be above any
suspicion.

The Gemora relates several examples

that stress the importance of placing your-
self above suspicion. The
members of the family of
Gormu were experts in
making  the  lechem
hapanim (bread for the
Beis HaMikdash). They
never ate any bread made
from the same type of
dough. Some one might
suspect them of taking
from the dough of the
lechem  hapanim. The
members of the family of
Avtinus were experts in making the ketores
(incense) for the Beis HaMikdash. None of
their daughters or daughters-in-law wore
perfume at their weddings. Some one
might suspect them of taking from the
incense of the ketores (Yoma 38a). The
gabbai tsedaka (one who distributed char-
ity to poor people) could not make
change for himself from the charity
money. If there were extra food supplies
after the distribution to poor people, he
could not purchase them himself; rather he
had to sell them to others (Pesachim 13a)
He must not be suspected of taking what
was designated for the poor. That is how
far we have to go to keep ourselves above
suspicion.

Kinderlach . . .
i You are playing with a group of boys who }
i begin to bang on someone’s car. Or they
i begin to write graffiti on the fence. Or

they are playing roughly with someone’s

¢ bicycle and it is only a matter of time unt:l

i it breaks. Although you are not doing the
i wrong thing yourself, you are with the
group. When the word gets out, the
whole group will be suspected. Try to stop
i them. If that does not work, you must
play elsewhere. Remember that you must
i place yourself above suspicion.

Gratitude

(4
Take vengeance for the children of

Israel against the Midianim. Afterward
you will be gathered unto your people.”
(Bamidbar 31:2). Rav Leib Chasman, in
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his sefer “Ohr Yohel” illuminates this epi-
sode with a fascinating insight. The Yalkut
Shemoni relates that Moshe’s death
would follow this war with Midian. If he
wished to push off the war 20 or 30
years, then he would prolong his life.
However, Moshe acted immediately. “I
have no permission to delay this mitz-
vah.” Even the Bnei Yisrael did not want
to go to war for fear of losing their be-
loved leader. Yet, Moshe urged them on.

Who is not amazed by Moshe Rabbe-

inu’s pure heart? What a love of Hashem
and His mitzvos! Yet, the next scene is
puzzling. Moshe did not go to Midian
himself; rather he sent Elazar and Pinchas
to lead the fighting. Hashem commanded
him to do this mitzvah personally, and
was anxious to fulfill it. Why then, did he
not go himself? Rav Chasman answers
that he had hacoras hatov (gratitude)
towards the Midianites. He grew up in
Midian (after fleeing from Pharaoh at the
age of twelve), and he did not want to
harm the people of the land. Is this really
enough of a reason to push aside a per-
sonal command from the Almighty? After
all, the Midianites were evil enough to
cause the death of 24,000 Jewish souls.
What favors did they do for him?

Says the Medrash, “Do not throw a stone

into a well that you have drunk from.”
Yes, Hashem commanded Moshe to take
vengeance from the Midianites. However,
Hashem also commanded him to “walk in
His ways”. Emulate Him. Yes, take re-
venge. However, do not go yourself, be-
cause you owe them a debt of gratitude.

Kmderlach
: : To whom should you be grateful? To
i Imma for giving birth to you, caring for
you, feeding, clothing, and tending to all
of your needs from when you were a :
: baby until this very day. To Abba, for sup-
porting the family, learning Torah, and  :
i guiding your education. To your teachers
for teaching you, and to your study part-
ners for learning with you. To the shop-
i keeper who brings the food for you to
buy. To the bus driver who takes you
i where you want to go. To the city work-
ers who keep the streets clean, and pro-
vide your home with electricity, water,
: and everything else that you need. But
i most importantly, to Hashem, Who keeps :
i your heart beating, your eyes seeing, and :
i everything else working. And Who sends
i all of these other people as His agents, to
3 i help you in all these different ways? He is
Er only One. Thank you One and all!
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